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Frank Blaichman : Rather Die Fighting: A Memoir of World War II  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rather Die Fighting: A Memoir of World War II: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Polish ResistanceBy Lewis CodingtonFrank Blaichman has shared 
with us his experiences as a resistance fighter in Poland during World War II. His entire family (Jewish) was taken 
away and never returned. Having no idea what to do or how to go about it, Frank decided that his fate would not be the 
same as that of the many Jews he saw being taken away and disappearing. Running into the unknown, surviving by 
luck, chance, and good wits, Frank tells his amazing story of hope, courage, and confidence in the midst of tragedy, 
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destruction, and chaos. Very well written...the pages fly by!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. gutsBy 
Mcgregor R. PearceHaunting pictures of mobs of Jewish victims lead to slaughter are commonly shown. It's nice to 
read about someone who fought back and survived. There were all to few who succeeded, and fewer still who wrote so 
well about the experience.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Read this.By DBKI didn't know any of 
this history. I read it straight through. This guy and his compatriots were very brave and should be remembered.

Frank Blaichman was sixteen years old when the war broke out. In 1942, the killings began in Poland. With his family 
and friends decimated by the roundups, Blaichman decided that he would rather die fighting; he set off for the forest to 
find the underground bunkers of Jews who had already escaped. Together they formed a partisan force dedicated to 
fighting the Germans. This is a harrowing, utterly moving memoir of a young Polish Jew who chose not to go quietly 
and defied the mighty German war machine during World War II.

About the AuthorFrank Blaichman helped organize the establishment of the Jewish Fighters Monument at Yad 
Vashem in Jerusalem. He and his wife, Cesia, a fellow partisan, have two children and six grandchildren, and live in 
New York City.Sir Martin Gilbert, the distinguished official biographer of Churchill, is a fellow at Merton College, 
Oxford. His impressive body of work includes Churchill: A Life, The Holocaust, and The Second World War: A 
Complete History. In 1995, he was knighted for services to British history and international relations, and in 2009, he 
was appointed to the British Governments Iraq War Inquiry. He lives in London. 


