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From Mark Noll : Religion and American Politics: From the Colonial Period to the Present  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Religion and American Politics: From the 
Colonial Period to the Present: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Very good collection of essays, highly recommendedBy D. ZanattaI 
used this book for my thesis, very thorough collection of essays on most of the religion topics.7 of 95 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195317157


following review helpful. Eminent scholarship?By SuppresstI bought this book because I was given to understand Noll 
is one of the deans of the history of Christianity in the United States. I was given to understand that he is, first and 
foremost, a scholar, and the pursuit of truth makes him sometimes controversial (at least among Christians) for 
portraying that history in a light less than flattering to Christians. I can live with that, as I too prefer truth.Of course 
Noll is only the editor of this particular volume, but he is solely responsible for what he included and excluded. The 
first essay is by John M. Murrin and treats religion and politics from the first settlements to the Civil War. Murrin's 
characterization of the faith-environment in early settlements is strictly true from the perspective Murrin offers, but is 
a gross falsehood when that same environment is viewed from a broader perspective. Murrin states, probably 
correctly, that, by and large, early settlers did not enjoy the religious liberty they are famed for having fled England in 
search of - choices of religious expression were probably limited it is true, but this is like arguing - as a communist 
might - that, There is no real political freedom in America since one's only real option for political expression in 
America is democracy.Murrin caps his distorted perspective on the early settlements with this gem: "A mere half-
century before the drafting of the Bill of Rights, a well-informed observer could not easily have detected in most of the 
American colonies much of the popular base for the active separation of church and state as proclaimed in the First 
Amendment." Today's well-informed observer will readily find the deep flaws in Murrin's analysis. First it presumes 
that "separating" church and state was the intention expressed in the First Amendment. Scholars of quality know that 
"separation" is not the most apt word to express Founders intent. Founder's main intent - arising out of fears of an 
overreaching federal government - was to prevent that federal government from ever using its power to establish an 
state church. Moreover, Founders did not envision First Amendment limitations as extending to the state 
governments - First Amendment was to serve as check upon the federal government. If Murrin understood and 
accepted this truth, than his entire warped perspective on the religiously oppressive environment in the early 
settlements would have to change, wouldn't it? Of course, the truth about the First Amendment solves Murrin's 
conundrum - it was precisely because the early settlers had a firmer grasp on the truth than Murrin, or Noll apparently, 
and had erected a fairer and balanced approach to governance and religion than Murrin or Noll would probably be 
capable of, that they were able to fashion the kind of Constitution we ended up with.In sum, with my exposure to this 
volume has dispelled the notion I once had about Noll as a first rank scholar. If Murrin's mush is the kind of 
scholarship Noll deems worthy of highlighting, than I know all I need to know about Noll - a scholar overrated at best, 
and a gross distorter of history at worst.

How do religion and politics interact in America? How has that relationship changed over time? Why have American 
religious and political thought sometimes developed along a parallell course while at other times they have moved in 
opposite directions? These are among the many important and fascinating questions addressed in this volume. 
Originally published in 1990 as Religion and American Politics: From The Colonial Period to the 1980s (4921 
paperback copies sold), this book offers the first comprehensive survey of the relationship between religion and 
politics in America. It features a stellar lineup of scholars, including Richard Carwardine, Nathan Hatch, Daniel 
Walker Howe, George Marsden, Martin Marty, Harry Stout, John Wilson, Robert Wuthnow, and Bertram Wyatt-
Brown. Since its publication, the influence of religion on American politics--and, therefore, interest in the topic--has 
grown exponentially. For this new edition, Mark Noll and new co-editor Luke Harlow offer a completely new 
introduction, and also commission several new pieces and eliminate several that are now out of date. The resulting 
book offers a historically-grounded approach to one of the most divisive issues of our time, and serves a wide variety 
of courses in religious studies, history, and politics.

About the AuthorMark A. Noll (PhD, Vanderbilt University) is the Francis A. McAnaney Professor of History at the 
University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana. He is one of the nation's most distinguished practitioners of 
American religious history. 


