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From Tulika Books : Religion in Indian History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Religion in Indian History: 

Religion has been, and is, an important element in Indian society and history. It is, however, rare for the subject to be 
discussed with the necessary degree of detachment. This volume was, therefore, planned with the object of providing a 
collection of studies that would deal with the role of religion in Indian history on the basis of a rigorous application of 
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academic criteria. The results may surprise those who are more familiar with chauvinistic or apologetic interpretations. 
The editor's introduction and the fifteen chapters range over an extensive period, from prehistory to the present day, 
and take up specific problems of crucial significance in exploring the inter- relationship between religion and social 
change. This volume draws on new research and is meant for academics as well as general readers, who may find here 
much that is of relevance to their social and intellectual concerns.

Irfan Habib's brilliant introduction probes into the archaeology and history of religion building up from irrational 
fundamental premises to ethics and theology or philosophy. (Rajan Gurukkal The Hindu)About the AuthorIrfan Habib, 
professor emeritus at the Aligarh Muslim University, is the author of The Agrarian System of Mughal India, 15561707 
(1963; revised edition 1999), An Atlas of the Mughal Empire (1982), Essays in Indian History: Towards a Marxist 
Perception (1995), Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization (2007), Economic History of Medieval India, 
12001500 (with collaborators) (2011) and Atlas of Ancient Indian History (with Faiz Habib) (2012). He is the general 
editor of the People's History of India series, and has authored six volumes and co-authored two volumes in the series. 
He has co-edited The Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol. I (1982), UNESCO's History of Humanity, Vols. 4 
and 5, and UNESCO's History of Central Asia, Vol. 5. 


