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gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Religion, Violence, Memory, and Place: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Some interesting cases, but not all cases address all four terms in the 
titleBy peace and conflict profThe editors of this collection very succinctly summarize the intended focus in their 
introduction where they state, "What links the essays together is a keen eye toward the exposure of contested memory 
as key to the sanctification, desanctification, and resanctification of space and place, brought about through violence 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0253218640


and its subsequent social and cultural commemoration. Each chapter of this collection attends to the ways in which 
atrocities render places religiously charged, indigestible in their toxicity, while their commemoration creates of those 
sites sacred spaces, variously digestible in and through their memorialization and contestation" (9). The collection 
includes an impressive sweep of locations from Israel to Auschwitz, Hiroshima to Washington, D.C., South Africa, 
Rwanda, Bosnia, Armenia, Haiti, and Little Big Horn to Ground Zero. It feels as if only three of the themes can be 
productively held in tension at a time. That is, one may think about religion, memory, and violence, but not place. One 
element always seems to slip away. Either religion is defined so broadly as to become almost meaningless, or violence 
fades into generalized structural violence, or place becomes less grounded (e.g. the Armenian Diaspora is theorized as 
a place). This undoes the editors' claim that all four themes are necessary. Still as a collection of essays, each dealing 
with some subset of the four themes, it raises interesting questions. The most successful at integrating all four themes 
is Terry Rey's chapter on the monument to refugees in Port au Prince Haiti. Perhaps sedimentation of the various 
elements is a better way to understand what is under consideration. The specific site references violence, religion, and 
memory in multiple cross-referencing registers. The other chapter that most clearly falls within the intersection of 
religion, memory, violence, and place is Tania Oldenhage's chapter on German Christians' Holocaust commemoration. 
The back cover says, "examines the religious memorialization of violent acts that are linked to particular sites." But 
this is not strictly true. Sometimes the memorialization is not religious in nature but a memorialization of violence that 
took place in the name of religion. Or, the place in question might be the site of memorial, not the site of the original 
violence. Rather, these essays should be seen as meditations on the various possible intersections of the four themes. 
The first argument the editors make is for the importance of (and to date relative absence of) memory in religious 
studies. The second argument is that religion is an essential component of memory. It is unclear that religious studies 
has as much to contribute to studies of memory as understanding memory can contribute to religious studies. Indeed, 
the editors can only say about memorial that "such activity is often religious in nature" (6). "All of the essays in this 
volume consider memory as a cultural product emerging from the negotiations and contestation of meaning within 
religious frameworks at specific sites marked by violent histories." They insist that religious studies be included, but 
do not prove that such inclusion is strictly necessary. Indeed, in my own work in post-war Sierra Leone for example, 
religious responses to violence have most often been against memorialization, the argument being "let's leave 
everything to God." The violence visible in the bodies of amputee beggars in the streets of Freetown is shameful to 
many Sierra Leoneans. The beggars say, "Do for God," not invoking the violent past in their speech. So, I agree with 
the authors that time is important, but sometimes it is forward looking rather than memorial. The volume succeeds as 
an interdisciplinary collection of essays, all obliquely addressing the same issues, but does not succeed in arguing for 
the centrality of religious studies as a discipline for understanding memory, violence, and place.

Sites of violence often provoke conflicts over memorialization. These conflicts provide insight into the construction 
and use of memory as a means of achieving public recognition of past wrongs. In this groundbreaking collection, 
scholars of religious studies, sociology, history, and political science, as well as African, Caribbean, Jewish, and 
Native American studies, examine the religious memorialization of violent acts that are linked to particular sites. 
Supported by the essays gathered here, the editors argue that memory is essential to religion and, conversely, that 
religion is inherent in memory. Other books have considered memory and violence, or religion and placethis collection 
is the first to discuss the intersection of all four.Contributors are David Chidester, James H. Foard, Roger Friedland, 
Richard D. Hecht, Juan A. Herrero Brasas, Janet Liebman Jacobs, Flora A. Keshgegian, J. Shawn Landres, Edward T. 
Linenthal, Timothy Longman, Tania Oldenhage, Michelene E. Pesantubbee, Terry Rey, William Robert, Thoneste 
Rutagengwa, Oren Baruch Stier, Jonathan Webber, and James E. Young.

What I like about this book is its cross-disciplinary approachscholars in religious studies,sociology, history, 
anthropology, and political science as well as in African, Caribbean, Jewish, and Native American studies, examine 
the religious memorialization of violent acts linked to those sites. . . I liked this book very much.Nov. 2008 
(Contemporary Sociology)From the PublisherScholars from a variety of disciplines explore the intersections of 
violence, memory, and sacred space.From the Back Cover"After reading these compelling essays, I could not help but 
feel buffeted by a tidal wave of haunted landscapes, irredeemable violence, and the toxic presence of murderous 
religious impulses and actions.... Every essay demonstrates the editors' articulate claim that memory is an essential 
dimension of religion--although an essential too often ignored in the discipline---and religion an essential dimension of 
memory. Each chapter, the editors observe, `attends to the ways in which atrocities render places religiously charged, 
indigestible in their toxicity, while their commemoration creates of those sites sacred spaces, variously digestible in 
and through their memorialization and contestation.' Religious themes, symbols, motifs, permeate the essays; 
meaningless death, meaningful sacrifice, blood, purification and purgation, visions, pilgrimage, charged relics, 
including bodies, the allure of the apocalyptic, grief, mourning, processes of religious remembrance that locate 
personal identity in often competing narratives proclaimed by memorial structures and narrated at memorial sites. All 
of these case studies have to do with struggles to represent violence, engage it, and locate it in individual and social 



memory edifices." - From the Postscript by Edward T. Linenthal 


