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Over the past several decades, the economies of Asia have been growing exponentially. But as a result, the political
and financia networks of this region have been subject to focus, almost to the exclusion of other narratives. Here,
Peter van der Veer shifts the focus onto the religious networks of the region. Crucially, though, he emphasises how
embedded religious actors are within not only religious networks, but also political and economic ones. He therefore
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examines the ways in which religion connects people, offers them opportunitiesto travel and link up, and enables the
movements of people and trade across the world. By examining Christian, Buddhist and Muslim networks across Asia
and with the West, this book offers vital analysis for researchers of both modern religion as well as students of politics
and trade economics.

About the AuthorPeter van der Veer is Director of the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic
Diversity at Gttingen. He has taught Anthropology at the Free University in Amsterdam, at Utrecht University and at
the University of Pennsylvania.



