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Chil Rajchman : The Last Jew of Treblinka: A Memoir  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Last Jew of Treblinka: A Memoir: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nothing white washedBy JKMRaw. Horrifying. There is nothing 
white washed in this account. I can't imagine surviving one day in this hell! How can one human beings be so cruel to 
another? How can the camp staff shuffle tens of thousands from train to gas chamber and think this is right? 
Impossible. Torture for amusement like the roman colosseum. What's amazing is the spirit to survive and the 
willingness by a few to help though it endangers their own life. To save one seems insignificant.0 of 0 people found 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=160598342X


the following review helpful. An Important Contribution to the Literature of WW II and the Nazi HorrorBy Susan L. 
CarrierWhat a dark time the history of our planet. This is a memoir at once horrifying and mundane. The author 
catalogs the horror of Treblinka which he survived and of necessity adapted to in such a compelling way. It is 
important that this horror never be forgotten, esp. as it seems to be trying to break out again, just 70 years after the end 
of the last horror.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Necessary to readBy alspachslIt is difficult to 
comprehend the evil that is found described in this account but we must listen to these accounts and learn and make 
effort to understand. The success of the nazi party in annihilating 6 million Jews must not be forgotten nor 
underestimated. There are those that would seek to do this again and with our modern technology it would be more 
thorough and devastating. Let us never forget the depths that human sin can plummet.

Quickly becoming a cornerstone of Holocaust historiographya devastatingly stark memoir from one of the lone 
survivors of Treblinka. Why do some live while so many others perish? Tiny children, old men, beautiful girls. In the 
gas chambers of Treblinka, all are equal. The Nazis kept the fires of Treblinka burning night and day, a central cog in 
the wheel of the Final Solution. In the tradition of Elie Wiesels Night and Primo Levis Survival at Auschwitz and The 
Drowned and the Saved, Rajchman provides the only survivors record of Treblinka. Originally written in Yiddish in 
1945, without hope or agenda other than to bear witness, Rajchman's tale shows that sometimes the bravest and most 
painful act of all is to remember.

From BooklistThe extermination center Treblinka was located approximately 50 miles from Warsaw and became 
operational in June 1942. The sole purpose of the camp was the murder of Jews, a process which began immediately 
following disembarkation from the railway cars. The Nazis kept a few Jews temporarily alive to assist them in 
advancing the machinery of death. Rajchman was sent to Treblinka in 1942 at age 28. Until his escape 11 months 
later, he survived by working as a barber who shaved the hair of victims and as a dentist extracting gold teeth from 
corpses. His memoir, originally in Yiddish, is a hellish, heartbreaking account, as expected. Guards are consistently 
brutal and sadistic as they beat helpless victims on their way to the gas chambers. Rajchman presents horrifying, 
almost surreal images of piles of corpses, sand saturated with blood, and protruding bone fragments. At times, his 
descriptions are clinical and curiously detached; at others, rage at his oppressors surfaces. He eventually emigrated to 
Uruguay, where he died in 2004, leaving a memorable contribution to Holocaust scholarship. --Jay Freeman This 
memoir, originally in Yiddish, is a hellish, heartbreaking account. A memorable contribution to Holocaust 
scholarship. - BooklistThe author wrote this book in Yiddish in 1945, and he lived to give evidence against Ivan the 
Terrible, one of the most notorious of the guards at Treblinka. Rajchmans searing story, frequently narrated in the 
present tense, has a powerful authenticity and should not be forgotten. A Holocaust testament of heart-rending 
immediacy. - Kirkus sAn important, heart-rending contribution to our search for truth. - Elie WieselAbout the 
AuthorChil Rajchman was born in Lodz, Poland, where he was an active member of the Jewish community. He 
survived for a year in the notorious Treblinka death camp and was part of the Treblinka workers revolt. Rajchman was 
also a key witness in the prosecution of a Treblinka guard known as Ivan the Terrible during a war-crime tribunal in 
Germany. He emigrated to Uruguay, where passed away in 2004. 


