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Eric Ives : The Life and Death of Anne Boleyn  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Life and Death of Anne Boleyn: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. An excellent bookBy mbThis is a very thorough and thoroughly 
documents history/biography of Anne Boleyn. It is refreshingly free of the hype, assumptions, and psychobabble that 
so frequently accompany and discussion of this truly remarkable woman. Ives examines some of the popular myths 
and legends when they are germane to the history and actors, and his explanation of why they could or could not be 
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true are fascinatingly documented arguments based on minute research and knowledge of the era and customs. There 
is something for everyone in this book. First, of course, there is Anne Boleyn who has to be one of the most interesting 
women to have ever lived. And there is the world of her upbringing (she not being highly visible until Henry got 
interested in her and even then she is masked in a swirl of propaganda), the politics and culture of the Tudor Court, 
European politics, and many of the players including Henry, Cromwell, Wolsey, Anne's family, Katherine of Aragon, 
Mary Tudor. The book includes a deep exploration of belief and philosophical outlook and 16th century perceptions of 
the world that are so different then our own. There is also costume, dress, illuminated books, ceremonies, and jewelry. 
And the love story that went so wrong so fast but left a lasting imprint 500 years later.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. If You're Looking For Detail, You Won't Be DIsappointedBy Beverly DiehlAn exhaustive 
(and sometimes exhausting) look at the Queen who changed the course of English and world history. What this book 
does very well is examine all the minutiae we have of the Anne Boleyn period, from inventories of plate and bed 
hangings, to portraits and jewelry. And it dissects and analyzes all the accounts we have of this happening and that, 
judging why this account based on rumor is likely to be true, and why the other may not.Where it failed for me is 
conveying an emotional connection to Anne Boleyn herself. It feels a bit cold, and detached, and parts are tedious - 
pages upon pages about each cup and prayer book, though if you're fascinated by such things, you'll be in antique 
heaven.Still, there are many, many details here I've not found in other books about Anne or this period, so it's 
invaluable as a reference. It takes the point of view that Anne's downfall was due more to Cromwell seeing her as a 
threat and taking her and her "party" out of the way, than by the King seeking to dispose of her in order to marry Jane 
Seymour (not that he wasted any time doing so). Definitely belongs on the shelf of all Tudor-philes.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. The Anne Boleyn BibleBy MGLThis book is known as the Anne Boleyn bible. It 
is the go to book for anything about Anne Boleyn. There are those who may not agree with Ives conclusions but I 
think he supported his ideas well. I would suggest buying this book in hard copy because if you are interested in Anne 
Boleyn this is a book you will want to read more then once. It is quoted by all Anne Boleyn scholars. The passing of 
Eric Ives was a great loss to the Hisorical community. Who was responsible for Anne's fall? Ives will give you a lot of 
information to think about. BeautifulIy researched. A must have book for any Anne Boleyn enthusisast. You do not 
have to be a scholar to understand this treasure.

This definitive biography of Anne Boleyn establishes her as a figure of considerable importance and influence in her 
own right.A full biography of Anne Boleyn, based on the latest scholarly research. Focusses on Annes life and legacy 
and establishes Anne as a figure of considerable importance and influence in her own right. Adulteress or innocent 
victim? Looks afresh at the issues at the heart of Anne's downfall. Pays attention to her importance as a patron of the 
arts, particularly in relation to Hans Holbein. Presents evidence about Annes spirituality and her interest in the 
intellectual debates of the period. Takes account of significant advances in knowledge in recent years. 

"[Ives is] splendidly successful... Ives's Boleyn, a portrait at all points supported by the evidence he gives, is clever, 
independent-minded and politically astute. Ives has gone as far as anyone can... in solving the enigma of Boleyn in a 
narrative at once profoundly researched and lively." Antonia Fraser, The Sunday Times "Eric Ives has made it 
unnecessary for anyone else to even make the attempt [to write a biography of Anne Boleyn]. The Life and Death of 
Anne Boleyn is a stunning portrait of the most controversial woman ever to have been queen consort of England." The 
Independent on Sunday "Eric Ives, a scholar utterly at home in early Tudor politics, has been writing about the 
Boleyns for more than two decades. His book represents a triumphant culmination of all that research, presented with 
clarity, wit and human sympathy." Diarmaid MacCulloch, The Telegraph "Ives has written an excellent book on Anne 
Boleyn. Its great strength is its sophisticated understanding of aristocratic women's involvement in 16th-century 
politics, and precisely how this worked in practice. ...Ives rises effectively to the human drama of Anne Boleyn's life 
and in the process illuminates both the inner workings of the Tudor court and its relationship to the larger dramas of 
the Reformation and European politics." Jane Stevenson, Scotland on Sunday "The best full-length life of Anne 
Boleyn and a monument to investigative scholarship." David Starkey "Magnificently researched. Eric Ives has written 
the finest, most accurate study of Anne Boleyn we are ever likely to possess. He leaves no stone unturned in his quest 
to discover the truth. Never has the historical Anne been so satisfyingly portrayed." John Guy "What is most exciting 
about The Life and Death of Anne Boleyn is not just that it has confirmed and solidified Ives's earlier work and 
presented it in a more accessible format. (Like John Guy, Ives has discovered that the Starkey model really does work 
and that popularisation -- 'to place among the people' -- should not be a term of opprobrium.) Rather, it is the 
development in methodology, the indication that cultural studies and the history of the book have provided us with 
new ways to evaluate evidence, to interpret the past." The Spectator "Eric Ives achieves the notable feat of combining 
magisterial historical authority with a gripping style, and sets the reader's mind buzzing with debate about the complex 
reasons behind the astounding events of Anne's life." Times Literary Supplement "[Ives] delicately pieces together a 
believable identity ... [and] gives, too, a lucid and coherent exposition of the circumstances that led to Anne's death." 
The Guardian "What Ives doesn't know ... about the high politics and court life of Henry VIII's England will either 



never be known or is not worth knowing. If there is a truth about Anne Boleyn's rise and fall, he will tell it to us." 
London of Books "There is no questioning the impact of Professor Eric Ives on the historiography of Tudor England. 
There is a keen sense of the evidence, of diplomatic affairs, of the minutiae of the record and its context. The writing is 
fluent and well-paced, drawing the reader along." The Tyndale Society Journal "This is a moving and compelling 
account by an author who is the absolute master of his subject. I read it with great excitement and admiration." Susan 
Brigden, Lincoln College, Oxford "Ives demonstrates triumphantly the potential of the biographical approach in a pre-
modern setting. He evinces a deep empathy for his subject without ever becoming an apologist for her, and ... he 
provides a narrative which is genuinely moving. He has also given us a fully rounded and persuasive account of Annes 
life as a whole, and its significance for understanding the politics and political culture of the early Tudor decades." s in 
History "The best book on Anne Boleyn ever written. This is a must for all lovers of Tudor history, academics and 
general readers alike." Alison Weir, BBC History Magazine Books of the Year "Eric Ives has cut through the myths 
and misconceptions. The result surpasses all previous work.When Ives describes Anne herself. he is utterly 
convincing." Renaissance QuarterlyFrom the Back CoverAnne Boleyn is the most notorious of Englands queens, but 
more famous for her death as an adulterer than for her life. Henrys second wife and mother of Elizabeth I, Anne was 
the first English queen to be publicly executed. Yet what do we know of the achievements and the legacy of her short 
reign? In The Life and Death of Anne Boleyn, Eric Ives provides the most detailed and convincing portrait we have of 
the queen. He reveals a person of intellect with a passion for the new culture of the Renaissance, a woman who made 
her way in a mans world by force of education and personality. She played a powerful and independent role in the 
faction-ridden court of Henry VIII and the unceasing struggle for royal favour that was Tudor politics. The 
consequences can still be detected today. Indeed, Ives shows that it was precisely because Anne was a powerful figure 
in her own right that it needed a coup to bring her down. She had to be stopped even by a lie.About the AuthorEric 
Ives is Emeritus Professor of English History at the University of Birmingham. Ives has written widely on Tudor 
history, the history of law, and on the development of modern higher education. In 2001 he was awarded an OBE for 
services to history and the University of Birmingham. 


