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Will Durant : The Life of Greece (The Story of Civilization, Vol. 2) before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Life of Greece (The Story of Civilization, Vol. 2):

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Marvelous book on the history of GreeceBy Nickl've always been
fascinated by ancient Greece, and have enjoyed reading about it throughout the years. But they were all just bits and
pieces of amuch larger and complex story. Will and Ariel Durant's second volume of The Story of Civilization series
picks up where it left right off. The book itself is highly readable, and it takes areal geniusto take this history and
summarize it in such away that it's easy to read. It's not a beach book, but it's almost like having a brilliant professor
tell you stories about interesting figures from our past without the burden of atest for agrade. In away, it'slike a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1567310133

historical version of a David Attenborough series. There's no doubt that reading a 700 page book and the 10,000 page
seriesis atough endeavor to undergo, but once you get started, you're sucked in and enjoy the stories of historical
figures and the average person. Y ou learn about the literature, the architecture, and the battles. And you learned how
Greece died aslow, self-inflicted death, and makes you wonder if all societies, including ours, follow the same
pattern.At $13 a book, this series is much more valuable than any other out there for the Kindle. | just wish | had
discovered The Story of Civilization years ago, and that | could remember more of what | have read. And most of al, |
wish | could have met the Durants to thank them for this gift to historians and history lovers.3 of 3 people found the
following review helpful. Great book on agreat civilizationBy Al SinghWhat can explain the extraordinary cultural
achievements of ancient Greece? Durant doesn't attempt an explanation, but he gives the Greek achievement its
rightful due. Y et amajor themein this book is that every Greece has a Macedon: that when a society becomes
culturally advanced, it also becomes weak, decadent, and ripe for barbarian conquest. In the first book in this series
Durant observed that civilization must keep its powder dry; this could serve as the theme of thiswork as well. But
while Greece itself succumbed first to Macedon and then to Rome, the Greek contribution to civilization has lasted to
this day, and Greek culture to our eyes appears more modern than anything that came after it until the Renaissance.
The fate of Athens provides a cautionary lesson that democracy is not infallible and cannot alone be the salvation of a
nation. The book ends, as apparently all books on ancient Greece end, with a chapter called "The Coming of Rome."
The end of agreat age.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Recommend this Greek history volumeBy
Honest Citizenl have been listening to the informative history from Will Durant and am pleased with it. | recommend
this history of Greek civilization. The history is sprinkled with various and sundry commentaries of Durant, and the
untrained mind might not catch it. Aswith other historians, Durant makes some analogies that are appropriate and
othersthat are not. He is somewhat condescending to Plutarch and other ancient historians and seems to forget that we
all stand on the shoulders of giants. Then again, ego sometimes gets the best of us.
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[Read by Stefan Rudnicki] [The Life of GreeceisVolume 2 -- of the eleven volume 'The Story of Civilization' Series]
The second volume of Will Durant's Pulitzer Prize-winning series, The Life of Greece: The Story of Civilization,
Volume 2 chronicles the history of ancient Greek civilization. Here Durant tells the whole story of Greece, from the
days of Crete's vast Aegean empire to the final extirpation of the last remnants of Greek liberty, crushed under the heel
of an implacably forward-marching Rome. The dry minutiae of battles and sieges, of tortuous statecraft of tyrant and
king, get the minor emphasisin what is preeminently avivid recreation of Greek culture, brought to the reader through
the medium of supple, vigorous prose. In this masterful work, readers will learn about: *the siege of Troy *the great
city-states of Athens and Sparta * the heroes of Homer's epics *the gods and lesser deities of Mount Olympus *the
teachings of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle *the death of Alexander the Great

About the AuthorWILL DURANT (1885-1981) was awarded the Pulitzer Prize and the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. He spent over fifty yearswriting his critically acclaimed * eleven-volume series*, The Story of Civilization.
A champion of human-rights issues such as social reform and the brotherhood of man long before they were popular,
he continues to educate and entertain readers worldwide through his writings.



