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Dr Hilda Ellis Davidson, Hilda Ellis Davidson : The Lost Beliefs of Northern Europe  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Lost Beliefs of Northern Europe: 

11 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Basic intro, but some problemsBy Christopher R. TraversI first 
must say that this is most certainly not Ms. Davidson' best work. Several of her other books are quite a bit better.The 
book looks at Northern European beliefs, myths, and archaeology and seeks to build a general picture of pagan 
religions among Celtic and Germanic peoples. The book provides a cursory look at archaeology of sacred spaces, 
some linguistic issues and some basic reviews of myths and legends. On the positive side, the book's scope is pretty 
good.On the negative side, I found Davidson's analysis to be overly short and her methodology to be fuzzy.I would 
recommend skipping this book and focusing on her other books instead (many of which are excellent).
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Fragments of ancient belief mingle with folklore and Christian dogma until the original tenets are lost in the myths and 
psychologies of the intervening years. Hilda Ellis Davidson illustrates how pagan beliefs have been represented and 
misinterpreted by the Christian tradition, and throws light on the nature of pre-Christian beliefs and how they have 
been preserved. The Lost Beliefs of Northern Europe stresses both the possibilities and the difficulties of investigating 
the lost religious beliefs of Northern Europe.

About the AuthorNow retired, Hilda Ellis Davidson was formerly Vice-President of Lucy Cavendish College, 
Cambridge University. 


