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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Lowell OfferingBy osfliesI am fascinated by this time period in 
American history, the rise of the working class, the lack or regulations, the poor working conditions and horrible pay, 
and most of all the unapologetic greed of the industrialists. I enjoyed this book and learned a lot about the factory 
women in New England and I thought the primary sources were entertaining. These women were a different breed of 
working class - educated, uppity moral (by my standards) - and I found that fascinating. I think the book relied on the 
primary sources of the newsletters a bit too much to tell the true story. I assumed the newsletters were very much 
censored since they were somewhat endorsed by the employers. But overall it is a solid piece of history we should not 
forget.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy M. PettengillI enjoyed this glimpse into the past. 
I am always interested historical voices.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy TGC 
SEATotally fascinating.

The industrial revolution in nineteenth-century New England, in the words of the workers. The Mill Women of 
Lowell, Massachusettsthe first female industrial wage earners in the United Stateswere a new social and economic 
phenomenon in American society. In the 1830s and 1840s, drawn by the highest wages offered to female employees 
anywhere in America, they sought and found independence and opportunity in the country's first planned industrial 
community. Even after long work hours, the women found time and energy to write about their lives and aspirations. 
From their own literary magazine, the Lowell Offering, here are their letters, stories, essays, and sketches.

About the AuthorBenita Eisler's subject is the life and work of artists, and their worlds. She has written on the 
Romantics, Byron, Chopin, and George Sand, and is the author of a dual biography of early modernists Georgia 
OKeeffe and Alfred Stieglitz. She lives in New York City. 


