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Serhii Plokhy : The Man with the Poison Gun: A Cold War Spy Story  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Man with the Poison Gun: A Cold War Spy Story: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The book is based on historical facts.By Orest DzulynskyThe book 
has a lot of historical facts and describes them in detail. It relates history not widely known. It is especially interesting 
read for people interested in WW2 period.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting explication of 
little known events that is especially topic ...By Walter SzczupakInteresting explication of little known events that is 
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especially topic given that Putin is acting very aggressively and is likely behind multiple assassinations in Ukraine and 
Russia's near abroad in former Soviet controlled countries.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Have 
Gun, Will TravelBy Christian SchlectAn interesting real-life espionage tale from deep Cold War days.The 
knowledgeable Professor Plokhy writes in a "Joe Friday" style as he brings the reader through the complexities of how 
two people were assassinated in West Germany, by whom, and why.With the current dust-up caused by Mr. Putin's 
various aggressive actions not only towards Ukraine but with our recent presidential election, this book provides a 
useful reminder that Russia, under this name or that the USSR, has a long history of improper probing beyond its own 
borders.

In the fall of 1961, KGB assassin Bogdan Stashinsky defected to West Germany. After spilling his secrets to the CIA, 
Stashinsky was put on trial in what would be the most publicized assassination case of the entire Cold War. The 
publicity stirred up by the Stashinsky case forced the KGB to change its modus operandi abroad and helped end the 
career of Aleksandr Shelepin, one of the most ambitious and dangerous Soviet leaders. Stashinsky's testimony, 
implicating the Kremlin rulers in political assassinations carried out abroad, shook the world of international politics. 
Stashinsky's story would inspire films, plays, and booksincluding Ian Fleming's last James Bond novel, The Man with 
the Golden Gun.A thrilling tale of Soviet spy craft, complete with exploding parcels, elaborately staged coverups, 
double agents, and double crosses, The Man with the Poison Gun offers unparalleled insight into the shadowy world of 
Cold War espionage.
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