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Extremist Groups (and how best to respond): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Why do they do that and how is violence against innocent people 
justified?By SandraExcellent book for gaining an insight into why people think terrorism is alright and how they 
recruit some people to join the ranks. The author is a Christian living in the middle east and explains how long these 
mind sets have been thriving as well as why all think they have exclusive rights to the disputed lands.Offers an 
alternative idea for how to deal with the threats of terrorism as well as how to open and engage in discussion. Well 
written and thought provoking. Do I agree with his solution? Not completely but what we're doing now isn't working 
so well either. At least it's worth the time to be better informed and better able to pray for all involved.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Insightful , great readBy eidiI am reading this book now and its well written. The 
book is full of information and i am learning as i am reading it . The Lord is greatly using this Mr. Tass for His 
purpose.This book is easy to read and straightforward. It def helps me understand what is going on0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. His knowledge of the Muslim and Christian beliefs makes this book so well written that 
a reader will be challenged to look for aBy julierIf there is one book that will help you understand our current Islamist 
crisis, this is the one. Tass writes from his own life experiences and understands the mind of a terrorist. His knowledge 
of the Muslim and Christian beliefs makes this book so well written that a reader will be challenged to look for a 
solution with love not hate. This thought provoking book took me on a journey of answering the question of what 
motivates the mind of a terrorist to a more personal question...what motivates the mind of peace? Surely Tass Saada is 
a man called with a special purpose.

What motivates Islamic terrorists? What is in the mind of terror? Our news reports from the Middle East cover 
eventsbombings, massacres, and suicide attacks. Our newscasters take time to explain who the players arefrom 
Hezbollah to the Iranian Quds, from ISIS to the Palestinian National Authority. But there is something underneath 
these events and players that fuels atrocity after atrocity in the Middle East. What is it? Tass Saada provides the 
answer to that question as he delves into the mind of terror, explaining what motivates extremist groups throughout the 
Middle East. A former Muslim and a onetime sniper with Yasser Arafats Fatah organization, Tass has lived it himself. 
At age 42, he steered his life in a radical new direction, committing it to Jesus. Tass not only describes the motivations 
and aspirations of those who live in the Middle East, he also outlines a peaceful solution. We can plant seeds of hope 
that will transform not only the Middle East, but also our increasingly diverse neighborhoods at home. Discover the 
mind behind terror and how to oppose its grip.

Tasss life before Christ as an assassin for Arafat gives him a depth of understanding of this subject like none other. 
When Tass speaks of terror, he knows, firsthand, what makes someone take this kind of drastic direction. (Joseph 
Farah, Founder of WorldNetDaily)What I appreciate about The Mind of Terror is the heart of my friend Tass Saada. 
This is a man who overflows with genuine agape love. Here is a powerful story of the gospel being lived out in the 
heart of the Holy Land, where there is so much brokenness. It is a testament of the truth Love never fails. We as 
believers cannot allow differences to keep us from loving each other or listening to one another. This book will open 
your eyes to new things and delivers glorious hope! (Ray Bentley, Author of The Holy Land Key)Tass Saada knows 
Islamic terrorismbecause he was involved in it. But he also knows the peace found in a relationship with Christ. Tasss 
personal journey has equipped him to share the hope he has found in the gospel with those we might think would be 
least receptive to the message. In this fascinating book, he shows us how to reach the unreachable. (Jim Daly, 
President of Focus on the Family)From the Back CoverWhat is going on?From the moment the first plane hit the 
World Trade Center, I knew. Islamic extremism was at our doorstep. I had spoken to large congregations and to small 
groups in living rooms about this. I have to admit that not many listeners took me seriously. Most thought tragedy 
would never strike here.Then came September 11. All the false security disappeared. Within hours, it became known 
that the hijackers were Middle Eastern Muslims. And here I was, an Arab living in the United States. If you think you 
were shocked and distraught that day, you should have been in my shoes. I wondered what my future would be like in 
my adopted homeland.Fifteen years since then, terrorism has exploded across our world. There may have been a time 
when comfortable Westerners living in North America and Europe could pretend the world had two categories: safe 
places and unsafe places. Certain cities and countries would be all right for vacationing, while others would not. That 
myth has been forever shattered.Terror lies in the heart of our cities and in the office complexes of our 
suburbs.BOTTOM LINE: We have a major challenge on our handsespecially with lone wolf young people popping up 
regularly to terrorize such disparate sites as the Boston Marathon race, the Canadian Parliament building, and subways 
of London and Moscow.Uneasiness is everywhere. What is behind all this?Whats the mind-set of those whose plant 
bombs, launch rockets, and chop off heads?Why the passionate hatred?Let me tell you what I have personally 
experienced and what I know about the Middle East . . .About the AuthorTass Saada: Tass Saada is a former Muslim 
and the founder of Hope for Ishmael, a nonprofit organization whose mission is to reconcile Arabs and Jews. Born in 
1951 in the Gaza Strip, Saada grew up in Saudi Arabia and Qatar. He worked under Yasser Arafat as a Fatah fighter 



and sniper. Years after immigrating to America, he became a Christian. He and his wife, Karen, now spend much of 
each year in the Middle East guiding a ministry to children. Dean Merrill: Dean Merrill has been published in over 40 
Christian magazines and is the author or coauthor of 35 books. Among his most recent Tyndale titles are: In the 
Presence of My Enemies and To Fly Again, both with Philippine missionary survivor Gracia Burnham. The first of 
these made the New York Times Best Sellers List and won a Gold Medallion Award; both were positively reviewed 
by the industry standard Publishers Weekly. Every Man's Bible, an action-oriented edition of the New Living 
Translation, developed in cooperation with Steve Arterburn and a number of other contributors. Merrill was the 
general editor. In years past, his Tyndale works have included Together at Home (1996); Wait Quietly: Devotions for 
a Busy Parent (1994); and notes for the ground-breaking illustrated teen edition of The Living Bible, titled The Way 
(1971). He is a former president of the Evangelical Press Association and a current board member of Global 
Publishers Alliance, the international arm of ECPA (Evangelical Christian Publishers Association). His past editorial 
positions have been at Campus Life magazine, David C. Cook, Leadership Journal (CTi), Christian Herald, and Focus 
on the Family. He was vice president of international publishing at the International Bible Society from 1997 to 2004. 
Dean Merrill's education includes a bachelor of theology degree from Chicago Bible College and a master of arts 
degree in journalism from Syracuse University. He now writes full-time from his home in Colorado Springs, where he 
and his wife, Grace, live. They have three married children and nine grandchildren. 


