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Peter Geschiere: The Moder nity of Witchcraft: Politics and the Occult in Postcolonial Africa before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Modernity of Witchcraft: Politics and

the Occult in Postcolonial Africa:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excelent book on the cultural implications of Witchcraft in central


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813917034

AfricaBy Brennan JamesT his book is alittle dated, 1997-98, but it is still an excellent resource about the implications
of witchcraft in modern Africa. It coverslegislation, persecution, and social views on Witchcraft. It also addresses the
fact that the term "witchcraft" isacolonialist term, and is problematic in post-colonial Africa.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. at some points almost reads like athrillerBy flychiHugely fascinating book, at some points
almost reads like athriller. Very thoughtfully constructed argument with some great examples.

To many Westerners, the disappearance of African traditions of witchcraft might seem inevitable wuth continued
modernization. In The Modernity of Witchcraft, Peter Geschieres uses his own experiences among the Maka and in
other parts of eastern and southern Cameroon, as well as other anthropological research, to argue that contemporary
ideas and practices of witchcraft are more a response to modern exigencies than alingering cultural custom. The
prevalence of witchcraft, especially in African politics and entrepreneurship, demonstrates the unlikely balance it has
achieved with the forces of modernity. Geshiere explores why modern techniques and commodities, usually of
Western Provenance, have become central in rumors of the occult.

Language NotesText: English (trandation) Original Language: FrenchAbout the AuthorPeter Geschiere is Professor of
African Anthropology at the University of Leiden, The Netherlands. He is the author of Pathwaysto Accumulationin
Cameroon, Old Modes of Production and Capitalist Encroachment, and Village Communties and the State.



