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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This book opens your eyes to the place that the ...By Genesis A. 
SlaughterThis book opens your eyes to the place that the Church now wholes in society today.You may get angry if 
your idea of Church doesn't fit the reality in this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. All politics is 
of the devil?By WadeIn light of our current 2016 election cycle, this book is more important now then when it was 
first published. The church is too involved in the kingdom of the world, and has been for far too long. The author does 
a great job of defining and contrasting the kingdom of the world and the Kingdom of God. He certainly shows the 
harm that has happened to the cause of Christ by this worldly political relationship. The book is soundly grounded in 
the Word. The concepts are challenging. Now I have to work out whether or not I should even vote. I'm glad he 
included references to Vernard Eller. I would have liked to seen Jacques Ellul included. There are many sources 
referenced and cited. Make sure to visit the author's website.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This 
books nails the conflict between the kingdoms of this ...By CobberThis books nails the conflict between the kingdoms 
of this world and the Kingdom of God. Many are caught up in the nationalistic, militaristic idea that America is the 
"chosen" nation. This author was courageous to step up and state the problem, and as a result he lost many of his 
church members. It's scriptural and well supported.

The church was established to serve the world with Christ-like love, not to rule the world. It is called to look like a 
corporate Jesus, dying on the cross for those who crucified him, not a religious version of Caesar. It is called to 
manifest the kingdom of the cross in contrast to the kingdom of the sword. Whenever the church has succeeded in 
gaining what most American evangelicals are now trying to get political power it has been disastrous both for the 
church and the culture. Whenever the church picks up the sword, it lays down the cross. The present activity of the 
religious right is destroying the heart and soul of the evangelical church and destroying its unique witness to the world. 
The church is to have a political voice, but we are to have it the way Jesus had it: by manifesting an alternative to the 
political, power over, way of doing life. We are to transform the world by being willing to suffer for others exercising 
power under, not by getting our way in society exercising power over.

"Boyd's intervention into the discussion is welcome. He is bold, ... passionate, and discerning, while still attempting to 
be charitable. Boyd doesn't pull punches, denouncing the nationalistic "idolatry" of American evangelicalism, which 
often fuses the cross and the flag. Boyd also calls without apology for a renewed Christian commitment to 
nonviolence, citing the Anabaptist refrains of John Howard Yoder, Stanley Hauerwas, and Lee Camp. But Boyd's 
claims can't be dismissed as mere ranting of a Christian leftist. Rather, one senses that his are the expressions of a 
pastor's broken heart which, every once in a while, bubbles over into a kind of restrained, low-boil anger." Christianity 
Today From the Back CoverThe church was established to serve the world with Christ-like love, not to rule the world. 
It is called to look like a corporate Jesus, dying on the cross for those who crucified him, not a religious version of 
Caesar. It is called to manifest the kingdom of the cross in contrast to the kingdom of the sword. Whenever the church 
has succeeded in gaining what most American evangelicals are now trying to get -- political power -- it has been 
disastrous both for the church and the culture. Whenever the church picks up the sword, it lays down the cross. The 
present activity of the religious right is destroying the heart and soul of the evangelical church and destroying its 
unique witness to the world. The church is to have a political voice, but we are to have it the way Jesus had it: by 
manifesting an alternative to the political, 'power over, ' way of doing life. We are to transform the world by being 
willing to suffer for others -- exercising 'power under, ' not by getting our way in society -- exercising 'power 
over.'About the AuthorGregory A. Boyd (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary) is a pastor at Woodland Hills Church 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. Previously a professor of theology at Bethel University, several of his many books include 
Letters from a Skeptic, Repenting of Religion, Myth of a Christian Nation, God at War, and Satan and the Problem of 
Evil. 


