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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. very interestingBy rgilbalthough it is very interesting some of the 
hypothosis's are not up todate it is a good read if you are interested in this type of history2 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. One of the reasons of is decline was is poor irrigation and agriculture knowldedgeBy josephI 
read the contents of this book at his website and is totally lunacy. He starts by stating "The Quichua-Aymara race 
which inhabited Peru was inferior to the Mexican in general mental culture, if not in mental capacity, is is proved by 
its inability to invent any method of written communication or any adequate time-reckoning. In imitative art, too, the 
Peruvians were weak, save in pottery and rude modelling, and their religion savoured much more of the materialistic, 
and was altogether of a lower cultus."Maybe he needs a history lesson, here goes-The first civilization in the Americas 
was in Caral, Peru about 5,000ac. That is 3,500 years before the first civilization in Mexico, the Olmecas-The Aztec is 
really not considered an empire in the true sense of the world. It was a confederacy-The maya is a central america 
civilization but for some reason, mexicans will want you to believe it is of mexican descent only. One of the reasons of 
is decline was is poor irrigation and agriculture knowldedge.-The inca empire is the culmination of thousands of years 
of civilizations before inca existed. They domesticated cotton and built pyramids at the same time that Egypt.-Most of 
the crops that ancient mexican civilization developed came from South America, peru specially.-Also read Christian 
Duverger studies that point to andean migration to the michoacan region. The ancient tarasca civilization that settled in 
mexico pacific region has its linguistic roots in andean culture. Mr Duverger claims that ancient peruvians had direct 
contact with ancient mexicans and not the other way around..Do not recommend this book1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Very accurateBy OMB713The book is just plain out great and is a classic that should be 
read by any who are interested in ancient Mexico and Peru. Very interesting and well written, the reader will be 
delighted to a treat of facts and historical myths and truths.

In 19th C. Europe it was not unusual to speak of the Americas as "continents without a history." The folly of this 
statement was extreme. For centuries prior to European occupation Central America was the seat of civilisations 
boasting a history and mythology second to none in richness and interest. The real interest of American mediaeval 
history must ever circle around Mexico and Peru - her Golden Empires, her sole exemplars of civilisation; and it is to 
the books upon the character of these two nations that we must turn for a romantic interest as curious and as absorbing 
as that bound up in the histories of Egypt or Assyria. The question of the alphabets of ancient America has perhaps 
been the most acute in modern-day pre-Columbian archaeology. But progress has being made in this branch of the 
subject, with major steps in decipherment occurring during the 1970s and 1980s. Today most texts can be read, though 
there are still some unknown glyphs. Despite the recent breakthroughs in translation, as far back as 1912 Lewis Spence 
was able collate a wealth of information and publish this volume. Here you will find almost four hundred pages of 
Aztec, Nahuan, Mexican, Mayan, Toltec and Peruvian myths and legends accompanied by explanatory notes. You will 
also find stories and myths of the Temple of Viracocha, Lake Titicaca, Torquemada, the Pyramid of Skulls, the 
Mexican Valhalla, the Mayan Creation Story, the House of Ordeals, the Coming of the Incas, the Huaris, the Lost 
Island, the Thunder God of Peru and many more. Yesterday's Books for Today's Charities

About the AuthorLewis Spence was a Scottish historian (1874-1955) who is best known for his volumes on world 
mythology and his five Atlantis books. The History of Atlantis (1926) is considered his finest. 


