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Alan H. Simmons: The Neolithic Revolution in the Near East: Transforming the Human Landscape before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Neolithic Revolution in
the Near East: Transforming the Human Landscape:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent ResourceBy Guitar ManThis was just what | was
looking for. It provides the major opinions on the topics covered while also (usually) giving a sense for what the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0816529663

prevailing views are. A good amount of detail is provided in describing artifacts, which should help with afictional
book | am writing.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Great academic scholarship, grasp of literature on
subjectBy Edmond J. (Skip) O'Neill The author knows the prevailing literature and presents an effective explanation of
the Neolithic in Near East. | am currently researching the domestication of cats during the Neolithic. Although there
was not alot specifically about this, the book does explain the Neolithic effectively.10 of 11 people found the
following review helpful. Comprehensive and level-headedBy Larry N. StoutThis book provides a grounding in the
"Neolithic Revolution" phenomenon, and arational context for the sometimes unfettered theoretical excursions and
didactic expositions found in other writings bearing on this intriguing subject. The author's extensive experiences as an
archaeologist in the Levant and Cyprus make this authoritative volume -- comprehending relevant literature to the
publication date (2007), but of enduring pertinence -- essential to the professional'slibrary. Its only deficit isrelative
neglect of the Anatolian Neolithic. To the writer's credit, the book providesintelligible, instructive, and interesting
reading for the layman.

One of humanity's most important milestones was the transition from hunting and gathering to food production and
permanent village life. This Neolithic Revolution first occurred in the Near East, changing the way humans interacted
with their environment and each other, setting the stage, ultimately, for the modern world. Based on more than thirty
years of fieldwork, thistimely volume examines the Neolithic Revolution in the Levantine Near East and the
Mediterranean island of Cyprus. Alan H. Simmons explores recent research regarding the emergence of Neolithic
populations, using both environmental and theoretical contexts, and incorporates specific case studies based on his
own excavations. In clear and graceful prose, Simmons traces chronological and regional differences within thisland
of immense environmental contrastswoodland, steppe, and desert. He argues that the Neolithic Revolution can be seen
in avariety of economic, demographic, and social guises and that it lacked a single common stimulus. Each chapter
includes sections on history, terminology, geographic range, specific domesticated species, the composition of early
villages and households, and the devel opment of social, symbolic, and religious behavior. Most chapters include at
least one case study and conclude with a concise summary. In addition, Simmons presents a unique chapter on the
island of Cyprus, where intriguing new research challenges assumptions about the impact and extent of the Neolithic.
The Neolithic Revolution in the Near East conveys the diversity of our Neolithic ancestors, providing a better
understanding of the period and the new socia order that arose because of it. Thisinsightful volume will be especially
useful to Near Eastern scholars and to students of archaeology and the origins of agriculture.

For those seeking a survey of modern approaches to human history during the transition to sedentary society, thisisan
informative volume that is ajoy to read.Bulletin for Biblical Research Winner of the G. Ernest Wright Award from
The American Schools of Oriental Research An extremely readable work that introduces the main issues that currently
engage researchers of the Near Eastern Neolithic and the cultures that preceded it. American Antiquity In thisrich,
highly readable volume, Alan H. Simmons draws on 30 years of archaeological experience to examine the origins of
agriculture and pastoral economies in the Near East.Journa of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics This volume
contains awealth of relevant data and useful references.Cambridge Archaeological



