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Philip Jenkins: The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good for Theology classBy Tami BarrettWould not recommend just
as areader, but was good for Theology class.23 of 25 people found the following review helpful. An Important
Popular Book. It can't do everything.By B. MaroldThis is aresponse to the reviewers who gave the book between 1
and three stars. My primary observation is that there is no way that a book aimed at a popular audience can touch all


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=019518307X

bases, personalities, issues, and prognostications. Let us be thankful that Jenkins has made known to us something
about "Christianity South" and "Christianity East."| was quite surprised, for example, at the relative growth of
Christianity versus Islam in sub-Saharan Africa (by the way, that is everything in Africa south of the Sahara, down to
the Cape of Good Hope.) But like some of the complaints from the one and two star reviewers, there is not much said
about the explanation for this fact, except to suggest that African Christianity has found its own source of inspiration,
and grows on that. It is no longer driven by European and American missionaries. But thereis no citation for
"Liberation Theology" in the index, which | found odd. Thisisasign that the author's primary interest is demographic
and social, not theological.If you order a used copy, you want to be sure you are getting the third edition. | compared
the table of contentsfor the first and third editions, and there is much added, especially on "The Rise of the New
Christianity". On a contemporary topic, you will be missing something if you don't have the latest edition.If you are
interested in world Christianity, you can hardly find anything as illuminating as this 3rd Edition popular book.4 of 4
people found the following review helpful. Required Reading to learning about the health and growth of
ChristianityBy James WilsonThisis the most incredible, stunningly insightful books on worldwide Christianity in the
21st Century | have read. It should be required reading for every seminarian/church leader, foreign policy
student/adviser and politician (of every party).

Thefirst edition of The Next Christendom has been hailed as alandmark in our understanding of modern Christianity.
In this new and substantially expanded second edition, Jenkins continues to illuminate the remarkabl e expanion of
Christianity in the global South--in Africa, Asia, and Latin America--as well as the clash betwen Islam and
Christianity since September 11. Among the major topics covered are the growing schism between Northern and
Southern churches over issues of gender and sexuality, immigrant and ethnic churches in North America, and a special
section on the split within the Anglican Communion. The first in a three-book trilogy on the changes besetting modern
Christianity, this award-winning book will be welcomed by al of those who have come to recognize Philip Jenkins as
one of our leading commentators on religion and world affairs.

From Library Journal Jenkins (history and religious studies, Pennsylvania State Univ.) believes that we are on the
verge of atransformational religious shift. As he explainsit, Christianity, the religion of the West, is rapidly expanding
south into Africa, Asia, and Latin America, and he predicts that by the year 2050, only about one-fifth of the world's
three billion Christians will be non-Hispanic Caucasian. By numbers alone, they will be able to overwhelm the present
political secular nation- and city-states and replace them with theocracies, similar to the Isamic Arab nations. He ends
with awarning: with the rise of Islam and Christianity in the heavily populated areas of the Southern Hemisphere, we
could see awave of religious struggles, anew age of Christian crusades and Muslim jihads. These dire
prognostications could be seen as just another rant from a xenophobic pseudo-prophet; however, the author is a noted
historian, and his statements are well formed, well supported by empirical evidence, and compellingly argued. The
only criticism is the brevity of the book. One hopes that The Next Christendom is only an introduction to a deeper
analysis of afascinating topic. Recommended for al libraries. Glenn Masuchika, Rockwell Collins Information Ctr.,
Cedar Rapids, |1A Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Booklist* Starred * Fear of Islam is peaking,
fueled by reports that the religion is burgeoning in numbers as well as militancy. Jenkins grantsthat 1slam is indeed
booming but marshals the evidence that today's largest religion, Christianity, will grow exponentialy, too, and will
remain the faith of the largest proportion of humanity. But the Christianity of 2050 will be very different from that
molded by the 1,300 years during which Christianity was the faith of arapidly developing Europe. The new
Christianity will be liturgically anarchistic compared with the staid services of white, upper-middle-class people today.
It will be overwhelmingly the faith of poor nonwhites living south of Europe, the U.S., and present-day Russia, and it
won't reflect the values of the wealthy global north. It will revive Christianity's root emphases on healing and prophecy
because its adherents will resemble the poor and oppressed who first embraced the redemption, the healing, and the
blessing that Jesus promised. As he makes his case, Jenkins dispels some fashionable myths about historic
Christianity; about historic Christian-1slamic relations; and about the nature of presumably pacific Hinduism wheniit is
politicized. He also speculates trenchantly on how the problems of the Islamic and Christian global south will affect
the global north, requiring genuine charity of the rich and genuine discernment of their leaders. A book everyone
concerned about humanity's immediate future ought to read. Ray OlsonCopyright American Library Association. All
rights reserved Thisis alandmark book. Baptist Times [an] important book... sober, scholarly analysis... Jenkins has
such an acute eye for what is happening that the senario he depicts must be taken very seriously indeed. John
Pridmore, The Tablet



