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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. great, but i wanted more.By aligreat book, very detailed, i was 
hoping for more though. I felt the concentration on just the 2 documents was a let down. very fair and scientific piece 
of work quite impressed. very good start.......4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. comprehensive 
work.By ibn sabaim very impressed with the authors for their excellent work in bringing this complex religion to the 
attention of those who are deep in search for something thats not quite judaism, christian or islam but rather an overall 
account of what might have been the case in the history of monotheist religion. there are a few discrepencies with 
respect to some true alawite beliefs, names and dates,but clearly the most accurate of all alawite searches. this book is 
well worth its price and ofcourse the contents are priceless, great thanks to the authors, job well done.

The Nusayrs - also known as Alaws -have been in power in Syria for the past three decades. Little is known of their 
origins or their long history, while their religious creeds and thought are somewhat better known. The main reason for 
our fragmentary knowledge of the Nusayr religion is that, since its beginnings, it has always been the secret faith of a 
self-conscious elite that zealously guarded its sectarian literature. The Nusayr-Alaw faith is a clear example of a 
syncretistic religion. It combines and fuses elements of cults and creeds of very disparate, and remote, origins. Among 
these are various pagan beliefs (residues of ancient Mesopotamian and Syrian cults), as well as Persian, Christian, 
Gnostic, and Muslim - both Sunn and Sh - religious precepts and practices. All these components have been brought 
together in a syncretistic religious system that has assumed a heterodox Sh garb. The present volume presents a mosaic 
of fundamental aspects of Nusayr theology and liturgy. It demonstrates the complexity of Nusayr theology and the 
diversity of religious thought within the Nusayr fold.
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