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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A haunting studyBy K. LupienHalfway through this book and I am 
racing through the remaining half, gripped with terror and amazement by this dark saga from a too recent history. This 
is a great study that paralells with current events. Between racial tensions, class warfare and constant policy change 
which reflects a lack of respect for the Rule of Law only hints to the subversion and perversion of godless societies by 
dark egotistic agents seeking socialist purity; this record reveals a mirror now entrenched in our own country.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Lost the 1st copy I ordered and must buy again ...By I'm ThinkingLost the 
1st copy I ordered and must buy again to continue. Very interesting. It discusses the frailties of what is surfactantly 
thought of as a immaculate and efficient engine (The SS). This promotes analysis of constructiveness beyond morals. 
Constructiveness isn't inherently moral and progress itself is often an offshoot of unintended things, many of immoral 
origin. We must have proper understanding of the realistic functioning of developments not the glossed over top of the 
iceberg stories properly spoken of. So I believe.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. No one can speak 
about or reference the Nazis with ...By joseph labarberaNo one can speak about or reference the Nazis with any 
credibility without having read this work. All first hand sources, cited directly. Demonstrative of a wide spread and 
highly effective and organized reaction to the Soviet backed communists. Eye opening details taken from personal 
letters showing inter party rivalry, paranoia, obsession with power and naked avarice.

The SS was the terror of Europe. Swearing eternal allegiance to Adolf Hitler, it infiltrated every aspect of German life 
and was responsible for the deaths of millions. This gripping history recounts the strange and, at times, absurd true 
story of Hitler's SS. It exposes an organization that was not directed by some devilishly efficient system but was the 
product of accident, inevitability, and the random convergence of criminals, social climbers, and romantics. Above all, 
this eye-opening book describes in fascinating detail the chaotic political conditions that allowed the SS-despite 
rivalries and bizarre conditions-to assume and exercise unaccountable power.

Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: GermanAbout the AuthorHohne, a journalist 
specializing in Nazi and intelligence history, was head of the Foreign News Department at Der Spiegel.Excerpt. 
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Their uniform was black and they were the terror of a nation. Their badge 
was the deaths head and they swore eternal allegiance to the Fhrer. Their flash was the runic double-S and they 
murdered men in millions. Hardly an aspect of the nations life seemed safe from their interference; they provided the 
sentries on the Reich Chancellery and the guards in the concentration camps; they manned the divisions which carried 
the deaths-head symbol to Europe; they occupied key positions in agriculture, the health service, racial policy and 
scientific affairs; they crushed their way into traditional diplomatic festivities; they had their watchdogs among the 
ministerial bureaucrats.They called themselves the Schutzstaffel [guard echelon SS] of the National-Socialist Party 
and in the words of SS-Hauptsturmfhrer [Captain] Dieter Wisliceny they considered themselves a new form of 
religious sect with its own rites and customs In fact the SS world was a bizarre nonsensical affair devoid of all logic. 
The theories hitherto advanced to explain the SS phenomenon have been equally bizarre, though superficially logical. 
In fact, history shows that the SS was anything but an organisation constructed and directed on some diabolically 
efficient system; it was a product of accident and automatism. The real history of the SS is a story of idealists and 
criminals, of place-seekers and romantics; it is the history of the most fantastic association of men imaginable. 


