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Professor Yifa: TheOrigins of Buddhist Monastic Codesin China: An Annotated Trandation and Study of the
Chanyuan ginggui (Kuroda Classicsin East Asian Buddhism) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Origins of Buddhist Monastic Codesin China: An Annotated
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Trandation and Study of the Chanyuan ginggui (Kuroda Classicsin East Asian Buddhism):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Top Chinese scholar and aleader for women in the Sangha
worldwide, wonderful book and informativeBy Ven. Hong YangDr. Venerable Yifas scholarship is excellent. | am
enjoying her book. She has aformal style of writing that is very clear and easy to read. Her scholarship isvery
thorough. It's made for those who are interested in Chinese history and the Chinese Sangha. | am highly
recommending her book to other Sangha who seek to study their history, particularly those with an interest in Chinese
Buddhism which is the oldest form of Buddhism unbroken in the World today. And it's the oldest Buddhist practice in
the USA! Thisyear it's 162 years old here in the great old USA!

The Origins of Buddhist Monastic Codes in China contains the first complete translation of Chinas earliest and most
influential monastic code. The twelfth-century text Chanyuan ginggui (Rules of Purity for the Chan Monastery)
provides awealth of detail on all aspects of lifein public Buddhist monasteries during the Sung (9601279).Part One
consists of Yifas overview of the development of monastic regulations in Chinese Buddhist history, a biography of the
texts author, and an analysis of the social and cultural context of premodern Chinese Buddhist monasticism. Of
particular importance are the interconnections made between Chan traditions and the dual heritages of Chinese culture
and Indian Buddhist Vinaya. Although much of the texts source material is traced directly to the Vinayas and the
works of the Vinaya advocate Daoan (312385) and the L master Daoxuan (596667), the Chanyuan ginggui includes
elements foreign to the original Vinaya textselements incorporated from Chinese governmental policies and traditional
Chinese etiquette. Following the translators overview is a complete trandation of the text, extensively annotated.

"Despite the central place of monasticism in the historical development of Chinese Buddhism, studies on the topic,
with some prominent exceptions, are not as developed as other aspects of Chinese Buddhist history. Rev. Yifa's
excellent book... goes along way toward rectifying this situation. This book provides awealth of information on the
production of texts about monastic discipline and the institutional history of Chinese Buddhism, aswell asareliable
trandlation of... the oldest comprehensive monastic code produced by the Chan school. As someone with a background
in both religious and academic worlds, Yifa... brings to the subject a high level of scholarship and keen sensitivity to
the intricacies of monastic life and institutions.... [Thiswork] is an important contribution to Buddhist studies by
helping to illuminate the institutional history of Chinese Buddhism up to the Song, thereby reshaping our
understanding of the evolution of monasticism in China and the place of the Chan school in that protracted process." -
Philosophy East West"



