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Colin McEvedy : The Penguin Atlas of African History: Revised Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Penguin Atlas of African History: Revised Edition: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Terrific book for geography of people over time!!By TCWThis is a 
very good book even if it has become out of date due to recent finding. I love maps. I guess the visual aspects help me 
understand history through the changing borders. This is the cause of so much strife in world in our modern world. So 
it applies to the why of events that take place.This book starts with the "birth" of man and moves forward fine their. I 
purchased it originally because I wanted to understand the outcome of the colonial period. But once I started looking at 
it, I couldn't get my nose out. Each map delineates important changes and why they occurred. It is an evocative way to 
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learn history.I recommend this book for anyone from grade school on up as a way to explore history in a visual and 
memorable way. It puts events into an order and context.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting 
Geological, Political, and Social HistoryBy Re-bopIf you go all the way back to the supercontinent, Pangaeashowing 
how the land masses separated from it and assembled in the configuration that we now know as the map of the 
worldyou are certainly ambitious in the scope of your study. McEvedy is ambitious and, in a study that contains 
extensive use of mapsevery facing page, in facthe creates an integrated whole, without it being tedious or belabored. 
It's a very interesting and unique perspective on African History.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Wonderful bookBy susan searsLove this book,great service.

This invaluable reference work provides an account of the development of African society from 175 million years ago, 
through the first appearance of humans to the complex polity of the twentieth century. Colin McEvedy tracks the 
development of modern man, the differentiation and spread of languages, the first crossings of the Sahara, the 
exploration of the Niger, and the search for the 'fountains of the Nile'. Gold and ivory lure traders from far away; 
Christendom and Islam compete for African attention. Names from the distant past become nation-states with 
aspirations appropriate to the modern world. With sixty maps and a clear, concise text, this synthesis is especially 
useful to African studies and history teachers, but is also a fascinating guide for the general reader.

From the Back CoverNow newly revised, this invaluable reference work provides a succinct account of the 
development of African society from the first appearance of man to the complex polity of today. Kingdoms and 
Empires are only part of the story. The atlas covers the development of modern man, the differentiation and spread of 
African languages, the first crossings of the Sahara, the exploration of the Niger, and the search for 'the fountains of 
the Nile'. Gold and ivory lure traders from far away; Christendom and Islam compete for African attention. Names 
from the distant past become nation-states with aspirations appropriate to the modern world. Using the formula 
successfully established in his previous historical atlases, Colin McEvedy outlines this progress with the aid of sixty 
maps and a clear, concise text. Though his synthesis will be especially useful to those involved in the teaching of 
African history, its broad perspectives will undoubtedly appeal also to the general reader.About the AuthorColin 
McEvedy is the author of The Penguin Atlas of Ancient History; The New Penguin Atlas of Medieval History; The 
Penguin Atlas of Recent History (Europe Since 1815) and The Penguin Atlas of North American History. He lives in 
London, W6. 


