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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Davis was such awonderful instructor, good natured and very
approachableBy celeste morellol had the honor of having Allen F Davisfor aclassin public history, a constant in my
life now as | have done much in the city since. Dr. Davis was such awonderful instructor, good natured and very
approachable. | had relied upon this book inits prior title and it remains an excellent source of Philadelphia history
that had not been reported or so skillfully handled before. This book is one of Dr Davis' stellar pieces that represent the
new account of history, not only by emphasizing the peoples that had been deemed unworthy by 19th century
historians/chroniclers, but in presenting life, the environment and capturing the emotions of the peoples of those times.
Dr. Davisisapioneer and unfailing in this work. This book should be regarded as one of the best histories of the city.1
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Groundbreaking, must-read for this interested in Philadel phia
historyBy gaHappy to find this classic at a great pricel of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy
Stephaniel really loved looking through the pictures and reading bits and pieces of Philly.

Although much has been written about elite Philadelphians, only in recent decades have historians paid attention to the
Jews and working-class blacks, the immigrant Irish, Italians, and Poles who settled in the city and gave such sections
as Moyamensing, Southwark, South Philadel phia, and Kensington their vitality. In this classic of socia and ethnic
history, the authors draw on census schedules, court records, city directories, and tax records as well as newspaper
files and other sourcesto give a picture of the ways in which these less-privileged groups of Philadelphians lived.
What emergesis a picture of Philadelphiaradically different from the conventional portrait of a staid old city.

"Just the kind of book that is needed. It should be stimulating to al historians interested in urban America." Journal of
American HistoryFrom the Back CoverAlthough much has been written about upper-class Philadel phians, only in
recent decades have historians paid attention to the Jews and working-class blacks, the immigrant Irish, Italians, and
Poles who settled in the city and gave such sections as Moyamensing, Southwark, South Philadel phia, and Kensington
their vitality and distinctive flavor. In The Peoples of Philadel phia, the authors draw on census schedules, court
records, city directories, and tax records as well as newspaper files and other sources to give a picture of the waysin
which these less privileged groups of Philadelphians lived. The resulting twelve studies tell a fascinating story that
often contradicts the commonly held view of Philadelphia. What emergesis a picture of Philadelphiaradically
different from the conventional portrait of a staid old city, corrupt and contented. The men and women of Philadelphia
who emerge in these pages are anything but staid, and certainly not contented.About the AuthorAllen F. Davis has
published many books, including The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society and Spearheads for Reform:
The Social Settlements and the Progressive Movement, 1890-1914. Mark Haller is the author of Eugenics:
Hereditarian Attitudes in American Thought. Both are professors of history at Temple University.



