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David Webster : The Philosophy of Desire in the Buddhist Pali Canon (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Philosophy of 
Desire in the Buddhist Pali Canon (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Should have gone for "tanha" insteadBy jonnosThis book contains a 
few interesting discussions on various Buddhist terms related to desire, but little that helps the reader understand the 
teachings better. It was perhaps not a good idea to concentrate on desire in general, it would probably be better to 
concentrate on tanha specifically, thereby linking to the four Noble Truths. The book may be more interesting for 
those with an interest in comparative religion.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Desired learning.By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0415346525


bookworm8An excellent read for anyone interested in Bhuddism or even philosophy in general. ALthough specialised, 
it is accessible to a 'lay' reader and raises some fascinating points. Worth the time and trouble to get hold of!

David Webster explores the notion of desire as found in the Buddhist Pali Canon. Beginning by addressing the idea of 
a 'paradox of desire', whereby we must desire to end desire, the varieties of desire that are articulated in the Pali texts 
are examined. A range of views of desire, as found in Western thought, are presented as well as Hindu and Jain 
approaches. An exploration of the concept of ditthi(view or opinion) is also provided, exploring the way in which 
'holding views' can be seen as analogous to the process of desiring. Other subjects investigated include the mind-body 
relationship, the range of Pali terms for desire, and desire's positive spiritual value. A comparative exploration of the 
various approaches completes the work.
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