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Richard Plant : The Pink Triangle: The Nazi War Against Homosexuals before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Pink Triangle: The Nazi War Against Homosexuals:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The Pink Triangle RevisitedBy MLR13000It has been many years
since | had read this book for the first time and | found it very interesting and very sad as | did thefirst time | had read
it. | had read this book in the late 1980's when it first came out, it had been a ground breaking book about a forgotten
group of people that were persecuted in the concentration camps of Germany, and in some ways the general publicin
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the conquered territories of the Third Reich. This group was of course, the wearer of the pink triangle, in other words,
the homosexual population of Germany.What had struck me this time while reading it was how little things have
changed. The author had written back then how little is said about the plight of people who were branded homosexual,
and it seemsthat thisis still a subject rarely broached today in books written about World War |1. While thereisa
handful of books written about this subject, it obviously comes no where close to the amount of material written about
the atrocities committed against the Jews, gypsies, clericals, and Jehovah Witnesses. These atrocities at the hands of
the SS and other police agencies were horrific and widespread in all captured Nazi territories. No one seemed to come
to the defense of homosexuals, not even their families. Thiswas atragedy to read about.While thisis a complex social
issue to this day, it seems that society has forgotten the people who suffered horribly, and the subject needs more
indepth coverage then this rather brief book. Thisisagood start, but | am sure there are many stories that are yet to be
told. The fact that the author could only find afew poeple that would speak on the record about what they experienced,
(with changed names), speaks volumes about how homosexuallity was viewed in the post war period. Y ou could still
be "branded with the pink star" in society, and lose your job, lose your friends, and lose face if people found out you
were a homosexual. There were people who had very little sympathy for gays then, and even today, its a touchy
subject in 2013 for some.The last chapter of this book was interesting, the author talks about his personal experience
seeking out friends who were either Jews or homosexualsin Germany after the war. This book seemed like a personal
writing assignment for him in every way. In some ways, its refreshing to see such emotions written into a book that's
suppose to be a historical writtings, and on the other hand, some might find the author alittle to emotional for a
historian. Historians are taught to write without personal feelings, and to look at every thing from a detached point of
view, while capturing and reporting truths, no matter where your research takes you. This historian admits that thisisa
very personal issue for him to do that, and | admire his tenacity to defend why he wrote this book in this
manner.Finally, very interesting and enlightening if you are not familiar with the plight of the homosexual in the war. |
think you will find it worth reading.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. proud to be gayBy george
quilesthis book gave a sense of pride to know that those that came before me suffered the injustice of murder and slave
[abor in the camps. the memorial that was build for those that were murdered in the camps im proud to be a gay man
today and | thank them that suffered so | can be free of persecution and live in the land of the free and home of the
brave may they rest in peace and may god bless all who die in the camps and at the hands of the Nazis.O of O people
found the following review helpful. A lesson for all who oppose fascists!By Luis H. LopezThe Horrors of the
Holocaust. At thenhands of the Nazi regime in Germany and the extermination of Gays astold by gaymen who
survived .

Thisisthe first comprehensive book in English on the fate of the homosexualsin Nazi Germany. The author, a
German refugee, examines the climate and conditions that gave rise to a vicious campaign against Germany's gays, as
directed by Himmler and his SS--persecution that resulted in tens of thousands of arrests and thousands of deaths.In
this Nazi crusade, homosexual prisoners were confined to death camps where, forced to wear pink triangles, they
constituted the lowest rung in the camp hierarchy. The horror of camp life is described through diaries, previously
untranglated documents, and interviews with and letters from survivors, revealing how the anti-homosexual campaign
was conducted, the crackpot homophobic fantasies that fueled it, the men who made it possible, and those who were
its victims, this chilling book sheds light on a corner of twentieth-century history that has been hidden in the shadows
much too long.

A powerful and painful account. Martin Gilbert, author of The HolocaustA valuable contribution . . . the lesson that
The Pink Triangle elicits from the Holocaust is the realization that we are still haunted by the specters of the Third
Reich. San Francisco ChronicleA strong book, not easy to put down . . . Mr. Plant writes convincingly, keeps clear of
sentiment, and lays bare a particularly fearful corner of mid-twentieth century inhumanity. The EconomistAbout the
AuthorRichard Plant was born in Frankfurt and was a graduate of the University of Basel, where he earned his Ph.D.
Since emigrating to the United States in 1938, he has contributed numerous articles to many publications, and teaches
at the New School for Social Research in New Y ork City.



