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Stella Kramrisch : The Presence of Siva  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Presence of Siva: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent and well-explained bookBy Richard NiolonAuthor 
explains an idea, then layers new meaning on top of it over and over again. Reading a short excerpt might make it 
seem the writing is redundant, but it is richer each time you read some concept or example. Index is organized and 
helpful, and all sources are abbreviated in the text but listed in detail in the back. Very insightful and useful 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=8120804910


reference.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Luzviminda SinhaVery good1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Precision well researched historyBy FNMPrecision well researched history of 
Shiva, great god of Hinduism. Well documented from original manuscripts.Don't miss reading this book.

One of the three Great Gods of Hinduism, Siva is a living god. The most sacred and most ancient book of India, the Rg 
Veda, evokes his presence in its hymns. Vedic myths, ritual, and even astronomy testify to his existence from the 
dawn of time. In a lively meditation of Siva-based on original Sanskrit texts, many heretofore not translated-Stella 
Kramrisch ponders the metaphysics, ontology, and myths of Siva from the Vedas to the Puranas. Who is Siva? the 
author asks. Who is this god whose being comprises and transcends everything? None of the pairs of opposites, nor the 
sum of his uncounted names, defines him. From the down of creation, the Wild God, whose ancient name is Rudra, is 
Consciousness. He is the Great Yogi, the guardian of the absolute. His actions are the themes of the myths in which his 
nature unfolds. By retelling and interweaving the many myths that continue to convey Siva`s presence as a living god 
in India today, Professor Kramrisch unfolds the paradoxes in Siva`s nature and thus in the nature of consciousness 
itself. The magnificent sculptures at Elephanta, illustrated at the end of the book, capture in another medium the 
presence of the god.

From the Back Cover"A landmark in the study of Hinduism. . . . It is rich in materials of great interest and value to 
historians of religion, Indologists, and students of mythology. There is nothing like it."--Wendy Doniger, University of 
Chicago Divinity SchoolAbout the AuthorStella Kramrisch is Curator of Indian Art at the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
and Professor of Indian Art at the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University. She is the author of The Hindu Temple 
(Calcutta), the standard work on Indian sacred architecture. 


