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Alistair Horne : The Price of Glory: Verdun 1916  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Price of Glory: Verdun 1916: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Horrific BattleBy Mark R. BrewerThis is a classic work, originally 
published in 1962. It is a horrible tale, wonderfully told. The prose is almost poetic, but the subject matter is appalling 
and hard to fathom. The Battle of Verdun, fought between France and Germany, lasted from February through 
November, 1916, a period of ten months. The author, Alistair Horne, calls Verdun "the worst battle in history." It is 
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hard to argue his point. The combined casualties for both sides exceeded a million. A million! The German strategy 
was to bleed the French army white, but they really hurt themselves more than they hurt France. Indeed, Horne says 
Germany's chance to win World War I was lost at Verdun. The battle was "a desperate tragedy for both nations."But 
let one of the soldiers who was there tell the tale. "Humanity is mad! It must be to do what it is doing. What a 
massacre! What scenes of horror and carnage! . . . Hell cannot be so terrible. Men are mad!"This is a superb book on 
this great and terrible event.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great historical writingBy UWSiderA 
beautifully written history of the battle of Verdun and a must read for anyone interested in WWI history. What I liked 
most about the book is that it gave not only the thinking of the generals but what it was like for the poor souls (the 
poilus) that had to fight in the trenches. A very moving book, especially when one think about the tragic waste of 
human and animal lives in the charnel house called Verdun.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent book, well written if somewhat idiosyncraticBy Jonathan DExcellent book, well written if somewhat 
idiosyncratic. Horne provides an informative account of various aspects of the battle while maintaining an engaging 
narrative of events. He provides enough context and commentary for those who do not know much about world war to 
both enjoy and comprehend the story of the battle without getting bogged down in tiresome explanations. The story is 
told primarily from the perspective of the French.

The Price of Glory: Verdun 1916 is the second book of Alistair Horne's trilogy, which includes The Fall of Paris and 
To Lose a Battle and tells the story of the great crises of the rivalry between France and Germany. The battle of 
Verdun lasted ten months. It was a battle in which at least 700,000 men fell, along a front of fifteen miles. Its aim was 
less to defeat the enemy than bleed him to death and a battleground whose once fertile terrain is even now a haunted 
wilderness.Alistair Horne's classic work, continuously in print for over fifty years, is a profoundly moving, 
sympathetic study of the battle and the men who fought there. It shows that Verdun is a key to understanding the First 
World War to the minds of those who waged it, the traditions that bound them and the world that gave them the 
opportunity. 'Verdun was the bloodiest battle in history ... The Price of Glory is the essential book on the subject' 
Sunday Times 'It has almost every merit ... Horne sorts out complicating issues with the greatest clarity. He has a 
splendid gift for depicting individuals' A.J.P. Taylor, Observer 'A masterpiece' The New York Times 'Compellingly 
told ... Alastair Horne uses contemporary accounts from both sides to build up a picture of heroism, mistakes, even 
farce' Sunday Telegraph 'Brilliantly written ... very readable; almost like a historical novel - except that it is true' Field 
Marshal Viscount Montgomery One of Britain's greatest historians, Sir Alistair Horne, CBE, is the author of a trilogy 
on the rivalry between France and Germany, The Price of Glory, The Fall of Paris and To Lose a Battle, as well as a 
two-volume life of Harold Macmillan.

About the AuthorOne of Britains greatest historians, Sir Alistair Horne, CBE, is the author of several famous books on 
French history as well as a two-volume life of Harold Macmillan.From AudioFileNo other campaign, save for that of 
the Somme, epitomizes the "meat grinder" character of the Western Front in WWI than Verdun. Some 1,250,000 
casualties were incurred by the French and Germans in about ten months for a piece of land "little larger than the 
combined Royal Parks of London." Although almost forty years old, this account is probably the best in English and is 
meticulously researched and exquisitely written. This audio production displays what is so wonderful about 
audiobooks, as well as what some may find frustrating about them. Bill Kelsey's reading is laudable. His deep, 
resonant voice is easy to understand and has a tone of authority to it. Each chapter begins with an epigraph or two, 
many of which are in French or German. These he ably reads and, as in the print edition, they're not translated. 
Unfortunately, and here's what may be frustrating, the many maps, photos, and illustrations of the print edition are not 
reproduced. Also, the excellent bibliography and references are not included. Their inclusion would have added to a 
magnificent reading. M.T.F. AudioFile 2001, Portland, Maine-- Copyright AudioFile, Portland, Maine 


