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Ben Pimlott : The Queen: A Biography of Elizabeth II  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Queen: A Biography of Elizabeth II: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A true biography; I was fascinated.By F. HoshowskiI have never 
written a book review before, and I have read hundreds (probably thousands) of books in my life. The only reason I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0471283304


am writing one now is because I noticed that a few reviewers found this book dry, or tedious. I respectfully beg to 
differ. Yes, it is filled with facts, but I believe that is what makes it such a thorough, interesting biography. The author 
does not presume to try to decipher Queen Elizabeth's thoughts or feelings. Instead, he delves into the ramifications of 
her decisions, actions, and even her speeches. He shows, in hindsight, how these things influenced the government and 
the people of the world at that time. This is not one of the "quickie biographies" that we have become accustomed to, 
that often read more as sensationalist novels. This is a biography in the true sense of the word.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Lois J. MoegleinVery good0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy Walt concernedThanks.

"There will be no better biography of Elizabeth II as a figure of state until her official one appearsand perhaps not even 
then." The Independent "One of the many merits of Ben Pimlott's superbly judicious biography of Elizabeth II is that it 
understands this connection between monarchy and masses, and carefully evokes its political importance." The New 
York Times Book Review "The best all-around study of the Queen so far, showing understanding as well as amused 
irony." Sunday Telegraph Written by Ben Pimlott, considered Britain's most respected political biographer, The Queen 
brings us the most authentic life yet of the reigning monarch. For the first time, Buckingham Place opened its doors 
and those closest to the queen provided compelling new information into Elizabeth's life and reign. New sources 
include the unpublished diaries of Jock Colville, public secretary to both Churchill and Elizabeth, as well as interviews 
with Princess Margaret, Archbishop of Canterbury Lord Runcie, and longtime private secretary Lord Charteris.

.com Elizabeth II has quietly become one of the longest-reigning monarchs in English history. Future historians will 
sort out her impact on British life and politics, but until then Ben Pimlott offers a good summation of her first seven 
decades. He succeeds in making the monarch seem like a living, breathing person, as opposed to the emotionless 
figure that she is sometimes made out to be in the media. And her long-lasting public life is much more eventful and 
interesting than it might seem at first glance. Intrusions into royal privacy, for example, are hardly an invention of the 
paparazzi. In addition to an interesting biography, The Queen provides a useful introduction to British politics in the 
second half of the 20th century.From Library JournalThere are a number of good biographies of Elizabeth II, but this 
one is different. Pimlott is primarily a political biographer, and while other works have focused on Elizabeth the 
woman, he goes further, exploring the role of the queen and how the events of the past few decades have changed it. Is 
the monarch just a figurehead, or are there specific governmental actions she can take? How did the royal family lose 
its privacy, along with much public respect? Pimlott tackles these questions and other historical, psychological, and 
sociological issues surrounding the queen and her family. This well-documented, compelling look at the British 
monarchy will be appreciated by readers seriously interested in Britain's heritage and future.?Katharine Garstka, 
Intergraph Corp., Huntsville, Ala.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistThis popular, but 
certainly not depthless, treatment of the life of the present British sovereign joins the ranks of several biographies of 
the subject already in print. But if any library collection is still in need of a well-rounded and approachable one, this is 
the ticket. Although never to be considered the definitive biography, Pimlott's presentation is no cut-and-paste job, not 
a simple rehash of tired facts and attitudes. The author, a professor at the University of London, takes his job seriously 
as he delves freshly into archival material, going to great lengths to separate image--often fostered by palace public 
relations--from reality, particularly in terms of the queen's personality. The job she has is not an easy one; her task, as 
the monarchy seeks a workable niche in a rapidly changing society, has been "to be ordinary and extraordinary at the 
same time." The author casts meaningful light on the queen's private side, especially her relationship with her husband, 
Prince Philip, and with her prime ministers. Brad Hooper 


