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Stuart McHardy : The Quest for the Nine Maidens  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Quest for the Nine Maidens: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Cristina PeralesReally good but not easy to read. Quite 
academic.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. EnjoyableBy Old Gray MouseI thoroughly enjoyed this 
book. The only reason I didn't give it five stars is because McHardy found his maidens in the West (Europe, et al) and 
the Siberian shamans have their nine maidens too; I suppose his plate was full and he wanted to get his book into print 
but tying the two together would have made a better book-maybe he can write a sequel. There, I just dumped a load of 
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work in his lap-sorry Stuart.

The Nine Maidens -- priestesses of the ancient Mother Goddess religion. For 25 years Stuart McHardy has been 
tracking the enigmatic Nine Maidens group to mountaintops and Dark Age citadels, artificial islands, and lonely wells. 
He has traced a network of pagan priestess groups across the Celtic, Germanic, romance, and Classical societies of 
Europe with striking evidence for fertility rites and possible sacrifice. In a non-traditional (i.e. non-militaristic, -
aristocratic, and -male) interpretation of history using oral and informal written sources, McHardy demonstrates how 
the nine maidens lived on -- through the Christian era -- in ritual and belief.

he is not some goggle-eyed fanaticone of those books whose true riches lie on the periphery. -- The Independent on 
Sunday (London) April 6, 2003About the AuthorMcHardy is a writer, musician, storyteller, folklorist, historian, 
linguist, and poet. 


