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Abdullah Saeed : The Qur'an: An Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Qur'an: An Introduction: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. In these troubled times of great misunderstanding, anyone who takes 
the time to read ...By Wayne G. AllenThis is a must read for anyone who wishes to begin to understand the beliefs and 
customs of this world religion. This book has gone a long way to help me understand this holy book. In these troubled 
times of great misunderstanding, anyone who takes the time to read it will be better off for it.0 of 0 people found the 
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following review helpful. Great, but only as a textbook.By Respect Graduate SchoolMy professor uses this book as a 
textbook for the Quran course. As a textbook, it's great. If you want to gain in-depth knowledge on Quran, this is not 
the book you're looking for.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fairly written and concise book to the 
introduction to Qur'anic studiesBy MuhammadFairly one of the most concise and well-arranged and written 
introductory readings to the Qur'an, written a professing Muslim in western academia. Arranged in broadly twelve 
chapters, the author summarizes different topics and issues with regards to the Qur'anic scripture, the central book 
which Muslims believe to be revealed by God through Prophet Muhammad.Some topics deserve quite exclusive 
mentioning; the Chapter 6 on "Western Scholarship and the Qur'an" briefly summarizes, with an aid of chronology, 
the Western scholarship on Qur'anic studies and it's impact in early middle ages towards the present century, as well as 
chapter 7 on the attempt at the translations of the Qur'an, both medieval to contemporary in the modern age.Very much 
the introduction of the Qur'an borders between traditional presentation of the Qur'anic studies and that of 
contemporary modern issues, with the broad readers being non-Muslim readers in mind.In my personal opinion, I 
recommend reading this book together with Anna M Gade's "The Qur'an: An Introduction (Foundations of Islam)" 
published by Oneworld Press. The latter book compliments other information not presented in the above book with 
regarding the reception and culture of the Muslims, relating to their religious as well as cultural observance with 
regards to the Qur'an and Islamic beliefs].

There is much more to the Qur'an than the selective quotations favoured by Islamic fundamentalists. This book 
provides a student-friendly guide to the many ways in which the Qur'an can be read. Designed for both Muslims and 
Western non-Muslim students, it examines the Qur'an in Western scholarship as well as giving an overview of the rich 
interpretive traditions from the time of the Prophet Muhammad to the present day. This guide is a concise introduction 
to all aspects of the Qur'an: history, understanding and interpretation, providing: coverage of both pre-modern and 
modern periods plenty of examples to illustrate key points and aid student understanding summaries, timelines and a 
glossary. 

'It is ideal as a text for serious academic work on the Qur'an. Summing up: Highly recommended.' -ChoiceAbout the 
AuthorAbdullah Saeed is Sultan of Oman Professor of Arab Islamic Studies and Director, Centre for the Study of 
Contemporary Islamat the University of Melbourne, Australia. His previous works include Islamic Thought (2006) 
and Interpreting the Qur'an (2005) both published by Routledge. 


