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Stephen Birmingham : " The Rest of Us': The Rise of Americas Eastern European Jews (M odern Jewish

History) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised "The Rest of

Us": The Rise of Americas Eastern European Jews (Modern Jewish History):

19 of 19 people found the following review helpful. A Brilliant Book as masterfully written as researched.By


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0815606141

agacevThe Rest of Usis the wonderful finale to Stephen Birmingham's impressive triptych of the histories of
American Jewry.This three part work doesn't simply account for the overlooked facets of the American Jewish
experience (or American history) but takes us back to homeland(s) in the Old World from time to time and connects
many dots that create a captivating picture of people and places.It isalso abrilliant piece of writing where the personal
and the private waltz with the public to provide a comprehensive tableaux that was previously unavailable.Even
though | am a great fan of "the Grandees' and "Our Crowd", "The Rest of Us" isvery special to me as my family hails
from Eastern Europe and the Caucasus.A wonderful read overall, and not only for researchers or Jews.6 of 6 people
found the following review helpful. Should Have Been Titled " Some of Them"By Jeffrey WaitzmanA book about a
limited number of highly successful members of a huge tsunami of Eastern European immigrants who came to the
United States from the mid-1800's until the early 1900's who preserved and continued a rich culture destroyed by
World War 2. However, this book missed the opportunity to document the success and metamorphosis of this unique
American sub culture on the nature of every aspect of the rich American culture at large.2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. Rags to riches: from eastern european progroms and misery to the good (american) life, al
within one generation.By Alexander BlaserFascinating stories of a small number of the more than one million eastern
european (mostly polish and russian) jewswho arrived in New Y ork at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th
centuries. Incredibly gifted people who, within avery short time, became famous and rich, in the movies, radio, TV,
entertainment and fashion industries. Even in crime!. Surprisingly, one of the people the reader inevitably getsto like
most, is mobster Meyer Lansky, who had a personality much more attractive and alluring than movie greats like
Samuel Goldwyn or Lous B. Meyer or the cosmetics lady Helena Rubinstein! Common in al of them: They were were
(mostly street-)smart and hungry: Hungry for recognition, hungry for respect, hungry for luxury, riches, the good life.
And in ahurry. Most passed through Ellis Island, and from there to the Lower East Side of New Y ork, the eastern
europeain jewish ghetto, and not a very good address at that time, and all did their best to get out of there as soon as
possible, and very successfully so.Excellently well written, a fascinating read.

In the last of Stephen Birmingham's historical trilogy, he spotlights the successes of Eastern European Jews, from
Samuel Goldwyn to Helena Rubinstein and Irving Berlin, and what each individual brought to that changing early-
century American landscape.

Throughout there is the larger immigrant experience-the flight from Europe, the tenement lives, the move into better
neighborhoods and suburbia-told with narrative flair certain to win many readers. (Publishers Weekly)From the
Publisher11 1.5-hour cassettesAbout the AuthorStephen Birmingham has written more than twenty-five works of
fiction and nonfiction including best-selling books such as Our Crowd, The Aurbach Will, and The Rothman Scandal.
Helivesin Cincinnati, Ohio.



