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Soner Cagaptay : TheRiseof Turkey: The Twenty-First Century's First Muslim Power before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Rise of Turkey: The Twenty-First
Century's First Muslim Power:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. If you think Turkey iswhat you serve for Thanksgiving, read this
book and learn how important this country is to the worldBy Kevin J. AshleyAn excellent primer for Americans (like
me) who do not understand the diversity or prominence of Turkey in the Middle East and in the World. Who knew that
10 percent of Turks do not believe in God or that 15 to 20 percent are Alevis who practice aliberal form of Islam that


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1612346502

is accepting of other religions or that there are thriving Jewish and Christian communitiesin Turkey. | didn't. This
book explains the players and their current juxtapositions politically and religiously. | recommend it as a quick read
from which one can springboard into more in-depth analyses of how Turkey fitsinto the Middle East, the EU, NATO,
and relationships with the USA.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent Overview of Social,
Political, and Economic Developmentsin TurkeyBy Jay L PorterSoner Cagaptay is a well-respected expert on Turkish
politics and social issues, and his most recent book is a great primer for anyone wanting to fully understand the myriad
of influences and events that have brought Turkey to where it istoday. Cagaptay delvesinto some history to provide
useful background, but the book does not get bogged down in historical recounting - it provides sufficient to explain
current events and provide context. | appreciate that the author also examines Turkish culture from avariety of
perspectives, explaining things like the AK Party'srise in terms of its economic successes, social movements, and
political strategies. Every chapter in this book has good tidbits and insight that will help make sense of other scholarly
articles and more current analyses. | highly recommend this as a starting point for understanding how Turks think, the
government's matives, its relations with the West, and opportunities for future engagement with the United States.O of
0 people found the following review helpful. Best short history of arising economy that | have read.By sal saawil
recommend to anyone who visits Turkey. It's very easy reading and it gives you a good understanding of the Country
rise.

Turkey, which has always held an important position in global affairs, has become even more prominent on the
international stage as an economic power and a harbinger of political 1slam.During more than ten yearsin poweran
unprecedented tenurePrime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his Islamist Justice and Development Party (AKP)
have expanded Turkeystrade, diplomatic ties, and cultural exports to transform the country from an economically
disadvantaged secular state into the first large Muslim nation with a middle-class majority. Erdogan has asserted
Turkish influence in high-stakes, high-profile foreign issues from Gazato Egypt to Syria, often breaking ranks with
hisNATO allies. Today, from the cafs of the Arab world to the boardrooms of the G-20, Turkey suddenly matters.The
Rise of Turkey: The Twenty-First Centurys First Muslim Power is a guide to the countrys changes, both in its
inspiring national potential and in the grave challenges it poses to regional affairs. Structured as atravel ogue, each
chapter opens on a different Turkish city and captures a new theme of Turkeys transformation. From the Kurdish issue
to foreign policy, Soner Cagaptay argues that Turkey needs to successfully balance its Muslim identity with its
Western orientation in order to solidify its position as aregional and global power.

"The Rise of Turkey is undoubtedly an essential read for anyone interested in developing a serious understanding of
modern Turkey."Reza Akhlaghi, Foreign Policy Association



