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7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. If you love Honey Bees you will love this bookBy PAMELA
DILLONVery Interesting. Lots of information | did not know. | research Honey Bee disappearance and this book
makes me more determined than ever to find the needle in the haystck and rid this planet of dangerous pesticides.
What is killing them will ultimately kill us. If someone wants to know more about Bees and how important this book
isto the history of man, read this book.--Bee Advocate23 of 23 people found the following review helpful. Love
ancient lore?By Elizabeth L. Seaton FrankfortThis book is chock-full of ancient lore and symbolism, situating the
honeybee near or within awide range of human societies, from the deepest to the recent past. Maybe we are 'co-
evolved' -- who knows? First published in 1937, the author already seems to be suggesting the idea that human
observation of the bee may have provided early models for complex, layered societies, with specialized occupations
and professions. Honey was evidently used in the deep past for medicines and the first known intoxicants, wax for
preservation, magic, and metallurgy, and bees have been mentioned in the earliest literature that has survived.
Surprisingly early on, beekeeping was a well-established industry. Perhaps the honeybee, like many other
symbolically charged animals, is one of the principa "metaphors we live by". Loved this book ...1 of 1 people found
the following review helpful. Excellent scholarly assay.By Massimo Maddaloni This is an unabridged reprint of a
much older (1937) book. It is an excellent overview of honey bees lore across centuries and across cultures. It isa
treasure trove of information and inspiration. It is not an easy reading: it isa scholarly assay. Pictures show their age
but this does not detract from the usefulness. The price is obscenely low.

No creature has provided man with so much wholesome food as the honey bee. Equally impressive is the number of
beliefs and superstitions the industrious insect has inspired. Its honey, which was known to the ancient Greeks as the
food of the Gods, played an important role in early religious rites and was also mentioned in the folklore of many
peoples. Hilda Ransome's well-documented and copioudly illustrated study of bees focuses on this valuable byproduct
of nature and its creator the "sacred" bee.Chapters cover the folklore of bees and bee culture from Egyptian,
Babylonian, Chinese, Hittite, and other ancient sources aswell as practices in modern England, France, and Central
Europe. Thirty-five plates of rare black-and-white illustrations depict bees, hives, and beekeepers as they appear in
ancient paintings and sculpture, on coins, jewelry, and Mayan glyphs; and carved into African tree trunks. Folk stories
from Finland and the bee in America are a so described.Hailed by The New Y ork Times as possessing an "oddity,
beauty, and broad scholarly interest," this unusual book will attract a wide audience nature lovers and folklore
enthusiasts included.



