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Dhongthog Rinpoche : The Sakya School of Tibetan Buddhism  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sakya School of Tibetan Buddhism: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautifully Measured Executed History of SakyaBy HerbdocThis is 
a wonderful overview of the evolution of the Sakya school of Tibetan Buddhism. Those with aforeknowledge of Sakya 
will find this collection illuminating as it ties together the names you may know w/those you don't into a cohesive 
whole. Well worth the read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Overall I like the approach in Nyingma 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1614292523


tradition as more intuitiveBy MichaelFairly technical as you get into these type of texts. Overall I like the approach in 
Nyingma tradition as more intuitive. But I like this as an adjunct to the overall study in this area. Very good text 
overall.

Explore a complete history of one of Tibets four main Buddhist schools, from its origins to the present day. Since its 
1976 publication in Tibetan, Dhongthog Rinpoches history of the Sakya school of Tibetan Buddhism has been a key 
reference for specialists in Tibetan studies. Now English readers can consult it as well through Sam van Schaiks 
authoritative, fully annotated and accessible translation. The book begins by examining the development of Buddhism 
in India and Tibet, setting the scene for the Khon familys establishment of the Sakya school in the eleventh century. 
Rinpoche subsequently provides accounts of the transmission of the Lamdre (the heart of Sakya contemplative 
practice and other major streams of esoteric instruction) and the Ngor and Tshar branches of the Sakya tradition. 
Highlights also include surveys of great Sakya and nonsectarian masters such as Rongtongpa, Gorampa, Jamyang 
Khyentse Wangpo, and Khyentse Chokyi Lodro. This traditional history, compiled both from earlier histories and 
from the author's direct connection to masters of the tradition, is an enormously valuable resource for the study of 
Tibetan Buddhism.

About the AuthorDhongthog Rinpoche Tenpai Gyaltsen(19332015) was a preeminent scholar of the Sakya school of 
Tibetan Buddhism. He trained in eastern Tibet in Derge under Jamyang Khyentse Chokyi Lodro and was the head 
teacher of Dhongthog Monastery in Garze. Following the Chinese occupation of Tibet, Rinpoche left in 1957 for 
India, where he preserved Tibetan culture and continued his scholarship at Tibet House in New Delhi. In 1979, he 
moved to Seattle and worked closely withthe nonsectarian savant Dezhung Rinpoche and founded the Sapan Institute 
to support his scholarly and publishing activities. The most well known among his numerous works are his English-
Tibetan dictionary (1988) and his unique history of the Sakya school (1976). Married with three children, he passed 
away in Seattle on January 13, 2015. Sam van Schaik received his PhDin Tibetan Buddhist literature from the 
University of Manchester, England. He currently works at the British Library in London, researching early Buddhist 
manuscripts and the history of Tibet and Central Asia. He is the author of several books, includingTibet: A 
HistoryandTibetan Zen. 


