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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great for an historical overview of sannyasa and its cultural ...By 
CustomerGreat for an historical overview of sannyasa and its cultural meaning. However, for a spiritual and 
theological insight into sannyasa I would prefer Abhishiktananda's The Further Shore.

The first readable and accurate translation of twenty of the most authoritative Hindu documents pertaining to ascetic 
ideals and the ascetic way of life, this text opens to students a major source for the study of the Hindu ascetical 
institutions and of the historical changes they underwent during a period of a thousand years or more. Beginning with 
an analysis of the historical context that gave rise to Indian ascetical institutions and ideologies, Patrick Olivelle moves 
on to elucidate the meaning of renunciation-the central institution of holiness in most Hindu traditions-and the function 
and significance of the various elements that constitute the rite of renunciation. The Samnyasa Upanisads will be an 
unparalleled source of information and insight for students of Hinduism and Indian asceticism, mysticism, and 
holiness.

"Easy to follow and well-explained."--L. G. Tewari, Sonoma State University"Finally! The translation we have been 
waiting for--a clean, modern, authentic, honorable, and readable rendering of the principal Upanisads. Olivelle's text is 
a great boon to students and teachers of Hinduism."--Stuart Smithers, University of Puget Sound"Ever since Baptist 
missionary William Carey produced the first translation of Upanisads texts, and the first grammar and dictionary of 
Sanskrit, Christians have recognized the value of this literature in understanding the pervasice world view of the 
Indian sub-continent."--Robert I. Garrett,JR., Southwest Baptist Theological Seminary"Excellent preface and 
background material."--Britt Towery, Baylor University"I am delighted to have a fresh translation of the Upanisads."--
Gurinder S. Mann, Columbia University"A fine successor to Hume's translations."--John Holt, Bowdoin 
College"Outstanding book on a vitally important dimension of Hinduism....Clearly translated, and the introduction is 
very helpful for students."--Bruce M. Sullivan, Northern Arizona University"Much needed study of renunciation and 
an admirable collection to texts. Important work."--Donald P. St. John, Moravian College"This thematic lense for 
introduction both to the vast Upanisadic literature and the asceitic life will be useful for introducing students to the 
'Hindu' tradition."--A.H. Mathias Zahniser, Asbury Theological Seminary"The definitive translation of texts seminal to 
understanding the Hindu tradition and particularly asceticism."--Douglas R. Brooks , University of 
RochesterLanguage NotesText: English (translation)From the Back CoverThe first readable and accurate translation of 
twenty of the most authoritative Hindu documents pertaining to ascetic ideals and the ascetic way of life, this text 
opens to students a major source for the study of the Hindu ascetical institution and of the historical changes they 
underwent during a period of a thousand years or more. 


