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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating Study of 14th-Century ConversoBy reviewerAbout a
Jewish physician and astrologer who converted to Christianity and worked at the court of King Joan | of Aragon.
Kozodoy tells his story and analyzes his Hebrew writings that contain anti-Christian polemic. Written with
sophistication and a masterful understanding of this figure and his era.

Until the summer of 1391, when anti-Jewish riots spread across the | berian peninsula, the person subsequently known
as Honoratus de Bonafide, a Christian physician and astrologer at the court of King Joan | of Aragon, had been the
Jew Profayt Duran of Perpignan. The precise details of Duran's conversion are lost to us. We do know, however, that
like many other conversos, he began to conduct his professional and public life as a Christian even as he rejected that
new identity in private. What is extraordinary in his case isthat instead of quietly making hisindividual way, he began
to write works in Hebrewincluding anti-Christian polemicsthat revealed his intense inner commitment to remaining a
Jew.Forced to reconceptualize Judaism under the pressures of his life as a converso, Duran elevated the principle of
inner "intention™ above that of ritual observance as the test of Jewish identity, ultimately claiming that the end
purposes of Judaism can be attained through the study, memorization, and contemplation of the Hebrew Bible.Duran
also conceived of Judaism as a profoundly rational religion, with a proud heritage of scientific learning; the interplay
between scientific knowledge and Jewish identity took on a central role in hisworks. Drawing on archival sources as
well as published and unpublished manuscripts, Maud Kozodoy marshals rarely examined facts about the consumption
and transmission of the sciences between the medieval and early modern periods to illuminate the thoughtand the
faithof one of Jewish history's most enigmatic and fascinating figures.

"This rich and engaging work of intellectual and cultural analysis examines the inner and outer worlds of a keyyet
hitherto relatively obscurefigure in late fourteenth-century Spain: the astronomer, philosopher, grammarian,
theologian, and Jewish converso Profayt Duran. Through the careful study of Duran's wide-ranging oeuvre, Maud
Kozodoy explores the links between Duran's scientific, philosophical, and religious ideas and his identity as aforced
convert to Christianity, illuminating the complexities of converso identity before and after the mass forced conversions
of 1391."Paola Tartakoff, Rutgers University"A long overdue study dedicated to aunique figure in late Iberian Jewish
letters, Profayt Duran. Maud Kozodoy meticulously grounds her subject in the political, cultural, and intellectual
history of his moment and moves carefully through Profayt Duran's major works, which are beautifully read, cited, and
contextualized." Susan Einbinder, University of ConnecticutAbout the AuthorMaud Kozodoy teaches in the Skirball
Department of Hebrew and Judaic Studies at New Y ork University.



