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Raphael Patai : The Seed of Abraham: Jewsand Arabsin Contact and Conflict before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Seed of Abraham: Jews and Arabsin Contact and
Conflict:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A classic now that needs to be more widely read ...By S. R. SottileA
classic now that needs to be more widely read. The first 2 chapters outline in some detail how Muhammad
manufactured a faith to coopt the Jews and how the regjection, by the Jews of the newly fabricated faith of Islam,
molded islam's perspectives and treatment of both Jews and Christian's.

This wide-ranging discussion of Jews Arabs, Judaism Islam, is historical, psychological, anthropological in approach.
By focusing his study on folk culture, Raphael Patai makes a unique contribution, complementing classic worksin the
field. The volumeisadistillation of the best available material on the subject of Jewish-Arab interactions over the
ages. It provides an excellent overview of Arab-Jewish relations vis-a-visreligion, theology, culture, literature, politics
from the pre-Muhammad period to the present day, showing the shared heritage as well as divergence of Arab Jew.
Winner of the Jewish Book Council Award the Anisfield-Wolf Award in Race Relations.

From Publishers Weekly" Arabs have been conditioned by their religion, tradition and history to have an especialy
disdainful attitude to the Jews," writes Patai, who explains that for 13 centuries, Arabs viewed the Jews as
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dhimmishumble, downtrodden people who accepted their lower-class status. But the establishment of the Jewish state
of Israel changed all that; Arabs, writes Patai, are now "psychologically unable to accept” the fact that some Muslims
live under Jewish rule, a condition said to violate the will of Allah, and egged on by anti-Semitic leaders, the Arab
masses consider Jews a sinister menace. Patai's apologetic screed, an attempt to probe the psychological roots of Arab-
Jewish enmity, islikely to raise hackles on both sides, though he does underscore commonalities that have linked Jews
and Arabs through the centuries. Patai (The Arab Mind, etc.) also highlights past Jewish cultural achievements that
flourished despite oppressive Muslim regimes. Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library

Journal This excellent overview of Arab-Jewish relations vis-a-visreligion, theology, culture, literature, and politics
from the pre-Muhammad period to the present day shows us the shared heritage as well as divergence of Arab and
Jew. Patai, awell-known and prolific scholar, rightly contends that prior to 1948 Jewsin Arab lands, although
grudgingly tolerated as second-class citizens, were able to achieve afruitful cultural symbiosiswith their Moslem
brethren. Since the establishment of the state of Israel, however, a pervasive anti-Semitism has captured the Arab
mind, creating a split that will not be healed soon. Suitable for general readers interested in the subject, this book is
recommended for most collections. Robert A. Silver, Shaker Heights P.L., OhioCopyright 1986 Reed Business
Information, Inc.



