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Sarah Allan : The Shape of the Turtle: Myth, Art, and Cosmos in Early China (Chinese Philosophy and 
Culture Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Shape of the Turtle: Myth, Art, and Cosmos in Early China (Chinese Philosophy and Culture Series): 

0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ricky TThis is one of my favorite books. It illuminates 
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a remote part of ancient Chinese history. I bought this book after purchasing a giant dragon turtle and I needed to find 
out more about this wonderful object. What I didn't expect was how this book helps clarify passages in the I Ching. I 
received "KUAN" hexagram #20 which freezes the seeker at the moment between ablution and sacrifice hence 
translated by Wilhelm as "contemplation and being seen". Sarah Allen takes you there. Wow! Love this book!1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Help!By PhilipThis is really more a commentary on reviews of this book 
than on the book itself. I have been some way into the world of academia and scholarship; I have an MA in Native 
American Studies. Just to introduce this.I know something of China from many years ago (I'm 60). I find it a 
fascinating if somewhat opaque culture, possibly best approached tangentially. I come from a mixed cultural 
background so I'm not unfamiliar with cross-cultural perspectives.I'm looking for interesting and informative books on 
China, whether by western or Chinese authors. As an intelligent reader, I'm looking for a wide range of authors and 
perspectives. If for example I see an author is based at SOAS in London that will interest me immediately. If I see that 
a western author on China knows Mandarin Chinese well I will be immediately interested. If they have spent time in 
China I will be immediately interested. Looking at Chinese authors is a new experience. I will go for readability first. 
In any case I will research the author (Western and Chinese) for previous publications, experience in their field, 
interesting and original and indigenous viewpoints if possible. I will proceed from there.What I am not interested in 
reading in reviews is attacks on authors. I am also entirely put off by reviews that look more like academic rebuttals of 
a books entire thesis, or attacks on an authors academic record and astanding. Point by tedious point. If after extensive 
reading and over time I find certain facts, perspectives etc. erroneous I will discard them.I dont need an reviewer to 
write the equivalent of a 2 page rebuttal detailing a books failings. I would prefer they left that for academic book 
reviews in specialist journals.An review for me is a reasonably brief summation of a books general qualities to alert a 
reader to either general merits or failings or a few specific points of interest. Its not a place for a diatribe. As a reader 
who has in the past found reviews useful and enlightening and some actually highly relevant as warnings, I hold them 
in high regard. The more so therefore that I object to diatribe-type reviews that seem to serve more for book bashing 
(or author bashing) than for reader guidance. If I am guilty of going against this in any of my reviews then I apologise 
for that. As I get older hopefully I become wiserFinal word: Thank God for previews!Thank you.12 of 14 people 
found the following review helpful. Positively Wonderful!By CustomerThis book is packed with wonderful 
illustrations and wisdom about the myths and archeology of Shang China. A splendid book for people wondering 
where concepts of yin and yang, stems and branches, and even the orientation of tombs in later China originate. 
Although a common-enough book in collegiate circles, this deserves a much wider appreciation among the public.

Many Chinese philosophic concepts derive from an ancient cosmology. This work is the first reconstructions of the 
mythic thought of the Shang Dynasty (ca. 1700- 1100 B.C.) which laid the foundation for later Chinese patterns of 
thought. Allan regards the myth, cosmology, divination, sacrificial ritual, and art of the Shang as different 
manifestations of a common religious system and each is examined in turn, building up a coherent and consistent 
picture. Although primarily concerned with the Shang, this work also describes the manner in which Shang thought 
was transformed in the later textual tradition.

Allan s study will prove to be as invaluable as it is innovative. Harold D. Roth""Allan's study will prove to be as 
invaluable as it is innovative." -- Harold D. RothAbout the AuthorSarah Allan is Lecturer in Chinese at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London University. Her previous books include The Heir and the Sage: Dynastic Legend 
in Early China; Legend, Lore and Religion in China: Essays in Honor of Wolfram Eberhard on his Seventieth Birthday 
(edited with Alvin P. Cohen), and Oracle Bone Collections in Great Britain (with Li Xueqin and Qi Wenxin). 


