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Hans Moederzoon Van Kuilenburg : The Silent Heroes: A Memoir of Holland During World War II  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Silent Heroes: A Memoir 
of Holland During World War II: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Silent HeroesBy michael lamsleyVery, interesting ,and 
enlightening book, many things I did not,know about the time of the Nazi occupation of Holland,the book meet all my 
expectations, and I would most certainlyrecommend this book , I feel every one should read,A terrible time in the 
history of the world, and should make us thankfulfor the courage of these wonderful people,We should all be vigilante 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=162212281X


and aware ,so that this never happens againThank you Hans, for sharing your most frightening and difficult time with 
us,Michael Lamsley, Chino Valley Arizona U.S.A0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent look 
into the life of a woman who survived ...By Sarah E.Excellent look into the life of a woman who survived the Nazi 
invasion of her town. Very moving and informative!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book 
about struggling to survive during Nazi occupation, and then later in life discovering her own German ancestry.By 
MARK MODERSONI was aware of some of the battles that occurred in Holland during World War II, between Nazi 
and Allied Forces. However, I was not aware of the circumstances of the ongoing occupation of Holland by Nazi 
Germany. The people of Holland suffered greatly during this time. Some did nothing and fell victim to the war, some 
collaborated with the Nazis, and others resisted.The author does a nice job of giving the reader a deeper understanding 
of what it was like to live under those conditions. Moreover, later in the book she explains how she came to hate the 
German people because of the atrocities of Nazi Germany. However, due to an encounter that she had with some 
young Germans later in life, she came to understand that the current generation in Germany had nothing to do with 
being responsible for the acts of Nazi Germany.This led her to become interested in genealogy, and she discovered 
that her ancestors had actually come from Germany. She describes a trip that she took to Germany where she met 
some living relatives, and she came to embrace her German heritage.In the end, the main point of the book is that war 
is senseless, and in the case of the Germans invading Holland, many soldiers were likely killing their own relatives, 
without even realizing it.I very much enjoyed reading her book, and would highly recommend it to anyone else 
interested in history, genealogy, and the human struggle.

Author Hans Moederzoon van Kuilenburg was a 10-year-old girl living in Amsterdam when German soldiers invaded 
Holland in the spring of 1940. The Dutch had intended to stay neutral at the outbreak of the war, as their military was 
no match for the Nazi hordes. Within five days, Holland had fallen and the German occupation was underway. The 
five ensuing years were among the darkest chapters in Dutch history, culminating in the "hunger winter" of 1944, 
during which 30,000 Dutch citizens died of hunger and cold. Even today, people like the author, who grew up during 
that time, are more prone to heart attacks as a result of the physical stress of those years. But despite having 
capitulated so quickly in the face of the overwhelming might of the German war machine, there were many heroes in 
Holland during the occupation; people like the author's father, a civilian supervisor of marine supplies, who robbed the 
Germans blind and gave stolen food and clothing to Dutch people in need. Eventually his activities attracted the 
attention of the German authorities and he was imprisoned. Thankfully Hans' mother was able to stage a dramatic 
escape with the help of the family doctor. The Silent Heroes is a true story of heroism, survival and resistance during a 
time of fear, despair, and hardship. Hans Moederzoon van Kuilenburg was born in Amsterdam and immigrated to the 
U.S. in 1959. She had a distinguished career as a medical assistant before retiring. In addition to writing, she also does 
photography and sometimes exhibits her work. The Silent Heroes is her first book. Publisher's website: 
http://sbpra.com/HansMoederzoonVanKuilenburg


