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van Josef Ess: Theology and Society in the Second and Third Centuries of the Hijra. Volume 1 (Handbook of
Oriental Studies. Section 1; The Near and Middle East) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Theology and Society in the Second and Third Centuries of the Hijra.
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Volume 1 (Handbook of Oriental Studies: Section 1; The Near and Middle East):

Theology and Society isthe most comprehensive study of Islamic intellectual and religious history, focusing on
Muslim theology. With its emphasis on the eighth and ninth centuries CE, it remains the most detailed
prosopographical study of the early phase of the formation of 1slam. Originally published in German between 1991
and 1995, Theology and Society is amonument of scholarship and a unique scholarly enterprise which has stood the
test of time as an unparalleled reference work.

About the AuthorJosef van Ess, Emeritus Professor of I1slamic Studies and Semitic Languages, University of
Tubingen, Germany, has published widely on the history of the Islamic world; Islamic theology and philosophy,
especially with respect to the formative period (8th-10th centuries) and the age of the Mongol conquests (13th-14th
centuries); and Islamic mysticism. His most famous work is Theologie und Gesellschaft in 6 volumes (de Gruyter
1991-97), the first four volumes of which are now being published in English by Brill. John O'Kane (1940) has been
involved in various English translations of Arabic and Persian works to do with Sufism, and he has produced several
English tranglations of worksin the field of Islamic studies originally published in German.



